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Abstract:

The research examines the justifications presented by innovators for placing the subject
before its verb and the objections raised by traditionalists. Many innovators have linked
the permissibility of this placement to making grammar easier to learn and teach, and
have associated the dissatisfaction felt by many learners and teachers with philosophical
complexity, which was a reason for traditionalists to prevent the subject from preceding
its verb while still remaining the subject. These traditionalists attempted to address such
objections, and although these barriers have persisted despite such reformist attempts,
complexity has permeated the solutions and proposals put forth by the innovators within
their adopted methodology. The research also surveys past and present efforts to
reconsider the laws and rules of grammar, in addition to identifying the motives for
innovation, such as the influence of ancient Arabic heritage and the admiration for
contemporary Western frameworks. The study concludes that the majority of traditional
grammarians agree on parsing a subject that precedes its verb as the topic (mubtada’),
which is the principal and common approach among them. Furthermore, these reformist
attempts have deep historical roots, reflected in the opinions of Ibn al-Taraweh, his
student al-Suhaili, and the initiatives of Ibn Mada' al-Qurtubi. Modern Western readings
have revived these efforts, encouraging some researchers to adopt an approach of
challenging the established norms of Arabic grammar.
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Renewal, traditionalists, innovators, obstacles, justifications.
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