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Abstract :

This paper presents an analysis of the tripartite
relationship between the growth of illegal
immigration, the rise of the extreme right, and the
rise of Islamophobia. The increase in the number of
immigrants from the southern to the northern
shore of the Mediterranean, spread fear, especially
since their socio-cultural composition differs from
the identity of the host society. This has led to the
rise of the extreme right, which adopts the project
of a necessary expulsion of immigrants to preserve
the host society’s identity and values. What is
noticeable is the association of this phenomenon
with another parallel phenomenon, which is the
escalation of hatred against Muslims in Europe.
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ABSTRACT

The security landscape in the digital space is withessing many risks and threats posed by
the cyber environment, which prompted Algeria to attach great importance to the issue of
achieving cyber security. This is reflected in the various procedures adopted in this regard,
be it related to the legal, institutional or academic aspect.

In this contribution, we will show the position of cyber security within the Algerian defense
strategy, as Algeria’s capabilities in this field are studied, by revealing the various
components and aspects of Algerian cyber defense, as well as Algeria’s position within the
Global Cybersecurity Index (GCI), while discussing Algerian efforts in the field of cyber
defense via describing the procedures followed at the national level by presenting the
practical and scientific frameworks taken in this direction, on the one hand. On the other
hand, this contribution touched on Algerian efforts at the international level in this field, as
it reviewed the various bilateral and multilateral agreements and treaties concluded by
Algeria, and even information exchanges and training courses. At the conclusion of this
study, a set of challenges faced by Algeria and various countries in the field of achieving
cybersecurity were presented.
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abstract

The visit of US Secretary of State Antony Blinken to Algeria came in volatile regional and
international circumstances, starting with the Russian military operation in Ukraine, and the
developments in the Western Sahara issue, in addition to the security and political instability that
the Sahel has witnessed for years and the Libyan crisis that has not seen a way to settlement yet.
These issues and crises have a common interest between Algeria and Washington, and this visit
bears political and strategic connotations and reflects the extent of Algeria’s importance in the

new emerging international power shifts.
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abstract

Diplomacy has always been a continuous political process that the state employs officially in
implementing its foreign policy and in managing its relations with other countries and
international entities. Its types have varied between multilateral diplomacy and bilateral

performance of the foreign policy of some countries, especially in their regional field. This is the

diplomacy, the latter has become an important mechanism for improving and advancing the 1

case with Algeria, which is compelled more than ever to strengthen its relations with the pivotal
countries in the African continent, such us South Africa and Nigeria, by focusing on bilateral
diplomacy as an important mechanism in promoting its foreign policy on the African continent.
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Abstract:

Algeria’s reputation in Africa has been marked by its unconditional support for political and economic liberation
movements against traditional and modern forms of colonialism in the continent. Over the past decades, that
symbolic capital has been one of the most important tools of influence for an Algerian foreign policy that has
played the role of the regional leader within its African depth. However, the scope of its influence has been
gradually diminishing in a world that is changing dramatically and rapidly as of the end of the Cold War. This
article endeavors to assess Algeria’s policy towards Africa in light of international changes that brought with it a
change in the value of symbolic tools of influence, enabling the establishment of Algeria’s capacity for influence
in Africa where security agendas and economic interests prevail. Departing from the assumption that the
historical heritage of Algerian diplomacy in Africa is not solely sufficient to regain influence in the strategic depth
of Africa, the article reached a conclusion that calls upon Algerian diplomacy to harness its historical symbolic
heritage in Africa while consolidating it by security cooperation and intense economic presence commensurate
with the stature, size and weight of Algeria in the continent.
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1- Mohamed Redha, Algeria’s Foreign Policy 1979-1992:
Continuity And / Or Change, Submitted in Partial Fulfilment
of the Requirement of the Degree of Doctor of Philosophy,
School of English, Sociology, Politics and Contemporary
History ,University of Salford, Salford, UK June 1999, p.63.

2- Ibid,p.60.
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[Abstract:

The United States of America have had the
opportunity to lead the world for a long period of
time, after dethroning Britain and France off global
leadership after the first and second world wars.
Therefore, like other countries and previous
civilizations, it emerged and dominated as a result
of the decline and decay of another nations.
However, the United States of America is currently
facing a set of challenges, after which a thesis of
scholars and theorists emerged, putting forward
«the decline of American hegemony» or «the fall of
the United States of America.» opinions and
viewpoints on this subject differ between
emphasizing the inevitability of the decline of
American power, due to the abuse of the United
States’ influence and the loss of its allies, while
some scholars reject this idea, believing that the
status of Uncle Sam’s country cannot fade away.
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7-Joseph S. Nye, Jr. The Future of American Power: Dominance and Decline in Perspective, Foreign
Affairs,Vol. 89, No. 6, The World Ahead (2010) .

8- Countries with the highest military spending worldwide in 2020,
in:https://www.statista.com/statistics/262742/countries-with-the-highest-military-spending/.
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De maniere générale, on distingue 3 grandes
tendances dans ce cadre:

1. Les Européens nationalistes opposés a
I’idée d’élargir ’OTAN : Ils voient que
I’OTAN est une idée occidentale qui
n’appartient qu’a I’Europe occidentale, et que
tout élargissement déstabiliserait cette
alliance.

En outre, I’alliance ne devrait s’engager qu’a
protéger I’Europe occidentale et a accomplir
toutes les nouvelles taches qui correspondent
aux défis de 1’époque, telles que les nouvelles
menaces de sécurité asymétriques lies a
I’immigration clandestine, au trafic de drogue,
au crime organisé et au phénomene du
terrorisme international, en plus a sa mission
premiere de défense commune de 1’Europe et
des autres pays qui composent 1’Alliance en
général.

2. Les atlantistes, menés par la Grande-
Bretagne : ils appellent a 1’expansion de
I’OTAN, en particulier vers les pays d’Europe
de I’Est, car ils voient que I’OTAN a été créée
principalement pour protéger toute I’Europe et
que I’inclusion de nouveaux pays est nécessaire
pour empécher une nouvelle guerre, comme
cela s’est passé pendant la Seconde Guerre
mondiale. Cependant, le véritable objectif de
cette expansion vise principalement la Russie
afin de la contenir dans ses zones d’influence.

3. Les néo-atlantiques : ils soutiennent les
deux propositions précédentes avec la nécessité
de [l’existence d’institutions spéciales de
sécurité en Europe occidentale, 1’élargissement
de I’OTAN a de nouveaux pays et une
coordination entre ces institutions. Une entité
ou organe appelé «Berlin Plus» a été créé avec
pour mission de coordonner les agences de
I’OTAN et les services de sécurité de 1’Union
européenne.

Au milieu de ce débat occidental sur
I’expansion de I’OTAN et ses nouveaux rdles,
vient I’Ukraine, qui se trouve
géographiquement dans la région slave russe
dans le cadre de 1’ancienne civilisation russe. A
la suite des changements politiques survenus
lors de la «révolution orange de 2004»,
I’Ukraine a présenté sa demande d’adhésion a
I’Organisation du traité de 1’ Atlantique Nord.
Apres que I’OTAN [P’ait officiellement annoncé
lors d’un sommet spécial en 2008 avec la
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possibilit¢ que 1’Ukraine et la Géorgie
rejoignent I’alliance aprés avoir soumis une
demande, la Russie a montré son rejet le plus
total, un rejet qui s’est traduit par la guerre
russo-géorgienne en aolt 2008.

Il y a également eu des demandes continues
de Moscou, qui ont persisté jusqu’a quelques
mois avant le début de 1’opération militaire,
pour annuler la décision de I’OTAN émise en
2008, ouvrant la porte a 1’adhésion de la
Géorgie et de 1’Ukraine a 1’Organisation du
Traité de I’ Atlantique Nord.

De telles demandes ont été catégoriquement
rejetées par 1’Occident, sans tenir diment
compte des préoccupations de la Russie
concernant sa sécurité nationale.

Selon le chercheur, le probleme a commencé
apres 2010, moment de 1’élection d’un nouveau
président de 1’Ukraine, Viktor Ianoukovitch, qui
a ceuvré a établir des relations équilibrées avec
la Russie et 1’Occident, malgré le fait que les
médias occidentaux 1’ont présenté comme un
adepte de la Russie, alors que Ianoukovitch
tentait de profiter des échanges commerciaux
avec I’Europe tout en entretenant de bonnes
relations avec Moscou.

Mais en 2014, avec 1’administration Obama,
le président ukrainien a refusé de nombreuses
demandes américaines. Cependant, des
protestations populaires massives se sont
élevées pour appeler au renversement du
régime, et cela a été réalisé. Le chercheur pense
qu’il y avait des plans pour exterminer la race
slave en Ukraine par la suite. En effet, il y a
aussi eu des plans occidentaux permanents pour
empécher la montée d’une union slave que
I’Occident considére comme une menace pour
elle; c’est ce qui s’est passé en Serbie, étant le
génocide de la race slave sous prétexte des
droits de ’homme en 1999.

En 2014, la Russie, en réaction et a titre
préventif a la tentative de 1’Occident de la
contenir, a annexé la Crimée sans guerre, apres
avoir organisé un référendum
d’autodétermination  pour rejoindre la
Fédération de Russie (une proposition russe),
tandis que 1’Occident considérait cette annexion
comme illégale et a commencé a imposer des
sanctions a la Russie qui continuent de se
multiplier apres que la Russie a commencé son
opération militaire en Ukraine le 24 février
dernier.
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Carte montrant ’'emplacement de I'Ukraine, qui se trouve au centre de la Russie,
de ’Europe occidentale et de certaines parties de 'Europe orientale
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Géographiquement, 1’Ukraine est enclavée
entre deux grandes puissances mondiales, la
Russie eurasienne et I’Europe atlantiste,
soutenues par les Etats-Unis d’ Amérique et le
reste des alliés occidentaux.

L’Ukraine est également le deuxieéme pays
européen en termes de superficie apres la
Russie. Apres son indépendance de 1’Union
soviétique en 1991, I’Ukraine a adhéré a la
neutralité en tant qu’Etat entre deux
superpuissances fortes, comme mentionné
précédemment, mais a choisi d’étre avec une
alliance contre la Russie avec laquelle elle a eu
des liens historiques, ethno- des liens
linguistiques et politiques qu’il est si difficile
d’ignorer.

L’expansion de ’OTAN vers I'est
est la cause de la crise
Le chercheur pense que depuis I’effondrement

de I’Union soviétique, ’OTAN a prévu de
s’étendre vers I’est. Selon la pensée occidentale,
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contrdler la Russie signifie controler le monde
dans le cadre d’un projet de mondialisation de
I’OTAN.

Un débat a émergé en Amérique et en Europe
sur la nécessité d’étendre ’OTAN a I’Europe
de I’Est.

Le nceud du probleme est I’élargissement de
I’OTAN, [I’Ukraine ayant modifié sa
constitution et amendé sa doctrine stratégique
afin d’adhérer a I’OTAN. C’est ce que Moscou
considérait comme un point de non-retour et
une situation inacceptable.

' ...-.;|a.5
o

En effet, il y avait des opinions au sein de
I’ Alliance atlantique qui voyaient
I’élargissement de I’OTAN comme un faux pas
stratégique qui ferait perdre a I’OTAN sa
cohésion, contrairement a une forte contre-
opinion en Occident qui voyait la nécessité
d’inclure de nouveaux pays, en particulier en
Europe, ce qui signifie plus de terres, plus de
ressources et de nouvelles finances pour
I’alliance.
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préte a mettre fin a ce processus immédiatement
si I’Ukraine accepte les conditions de Moscou,
les médias occidentaux promeuvent le contraire.

L’issue de I'opération militaire
russe en Ukraine

Le chercheur estime qu’il est difficile de
prédire le déroulement et la durée de 1’opération
militaire russe en Ukraine et estime que cette
guerre est completement différente de toutes les
guerres que la Russie a connues auparavant, que
ce soit la Géorgie en 2008 ou I’ Afghanistan dans
les années 80. Par conséquent, prévoir son avenir
n’est actuellement pas possible, surtout avec la
vitesse élevée des événements et 1’insistance de
I’Occident a soutenir politiquement et
militairement 1’Ukraine 2 un moment ou la
Russie I’a mis en garde contre les conséquences
de ces actions et sa menace d’utiliser des armes
de masse dissuasion, y compris les armes
nucléaires. La Russie est le plus grand pays
nucléaire du monde, avec plus de 6 000 ogives
nucléaires et des missiles balistiques a longue
portée d’une portée de plus de 20 000 km.

Dans son discours intitulé : «La guerre
économique contre la Russie déployée pour
empécher I’intégration économique de I’Eurasie
avec D’Europe occidentale», le chercheur
allemand a souligné que 1’objectif principal des
sanctions économiques dirigées contre la Russie
est de provoquer I’effondrement du systeme
financier et économique russe, comme il a décrit
ces sanctions comme des armes de destruction
massive, ce qui viole toutes les normes et lois
internationales.

Il a ajouté que I’Occident tente de légitimer
ces sanctions, bien que leurs répercussions
retombent toujours sur les peuples, pas sur les
régimes. Dans ce contexte, Schlanger a rappelé
ce qui s’est passé en Irak, au Yémen et en Syrie,
ol ces sanctions ont eu des répercussions
négatives et dévastatrices sur les peuples.

Dans sa réponse sur la véracité des rapports
russes accusant Washington de développer des
armes biologiques en Ukraine, le chercheur
allemand a souligné qu’il n’excluait pas que ces
rapports soient vrais.
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Intégration économique
de I’Eurasie avec I’Europe
occidentale

Harley Schlanger estime qu’une face cachée de
ces sanctions était aussi d’empécher toute
alliance économique Europe-Eurasie en dehors
du cadre américain, cette coopération
économique qui s’est fortement consolidée au
cours des vingt dernieres années alors que
I’Europe est devenue dépendante a 40% du gaz
russe pour faire face ses besoins internes. Le
chercheur estime également que les sanctions
contre la Russie ne sont pas dans I'intérét de
I’Ukraine elle-méme a moyen terme et pesent
fortement sur 1’économie ukrainienne, qui
s’effondre déja a cause de la guerre. En ce qui
concerne les motivations russes pour lancer cette
opération militaire contre I’Ukraine, il estime que
les justifications présentées dans ce cadre sont
convaincantes, d’autant plus que la Russie a
exprimé ses craintes et ses préoccupations
sécuritaires concernant 1’élargissement de
’OTAN pendant de nombreuses années, et a
toujours considéré 1’adhésion de 1’Ukraine a
I’alliance une ligne rouge infranchissable.

Pour le savant Smaine Djella, il estime que la
crise ukrainienne peut apparaitre relativement
éloignée de 1’Algérie d’un point de vue
géographique, mais il y a un grand intérét officiel
et populaire pour cette crise en raison de ses
répercussions qui ont touché tous les habitants du
globe, spécifiquement dans le dans les domaines
de [D’énergie et de la sécurité alimentaire
mondiale, sachant que la Russie et I’Ukraine
assurent ensemble 30 % des exportations
mondiales de blé.

Dans son discours intitulé : «La Russie,
I’Ukraine et ’OTAN : entre I’atlantisme et le
principe de ‘sécurité pour tous’», il a affirmé que
le concept de «I’indivisibilité de la sécurité» ou
«sécurité pour tous» a été utilisé par le président
russe Vladimir Poutine dans sa réponse a la
tendance occidentale qui promeut et s’efforce de
réaliser une sécurité régionale sur mesure au
détriment de la sécurité de la Russie. Quant a la
Russie, elle estime que la sécurité ne peut étre
divisée et est la méme pour toutes les régions, et
que la sécurité d’un pays ou d’une région ne peut
étre obtenue au détriment d’une autre.
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fideles, en la région du Donbass une menace
directe pour sa sécurité nationale.

Des lors, ’escalade russe s’est amplifiée,
puisque Moscou a lancé le 24 février une
opération militaire spéciale en Ukraine, visant,
selon Moscou, a «protéger les personnes qui,
depuis huit ans maintenant, font face a
I’humiliation et au génocide perpétrés par le
régime de Kiev», comme I’a déclaré le président
russe Vladimir Poutine, qui a également déclaré
: «Cette situation nécessitait de mener une
opération pour désarmer 1’ Ukraine et protéger les
civils dans le Donbass».

Le symposium a soulevé une question
majeure portant sur les raisons et les
motivations du lancement par la Russie de
cette opération militaire en Ukraine, qui s’est
transformée aujourd’hui en une guerre entre
les deux parties, et s’est penchée sur ses
répercussions régionales et internationales.

Un groupe de chercheurs et de spécialistes de
Pintérieur et de I’extérieur de 1’Algérie a
participé au symposium (en présentiel et via
visioconférence) :

1. Leonid Savin / Analyste géopolitique, stratege
et politologue, Russie.

2. Harley Schlanger / Vice-président du conseil
d’administration de 1’Institut Schiller et porte-

parole de The LaRouche Organization.
Allemagne, Etats-Unis.
3. Smain Djella / docteur en Etudes

Internationales, Chercheur Indépendant, Algérie.
La discussion a porté sur trois (03) axes

principaux :

1. Raisons et motifs de I’opération militaire russe

en Ukraine.

2. Répercussions régionales et internationales.

3. L’avenir des relations russo-ukrainiennes.

Ce symposium international, organisé par le
Centre d’Etudes et de Recherche Echaab, vise a:

- Discutez des causes et des motifs de I’opération
militaire russe en Ukraine.

- Comprendre les répercussions régionales et
internationales de 1’opération militaire russe en
Ukraine.

- Observer I’avenir des
ukrainiennes apres la guerre.

relations russo-

Intervention de Leonid Savin

Leonid Savin estime que la crise ukrainienne
remonte a 2004 apres ladite révolution orange en
Ukraine et [Dinstallation d’un nouveau
gouvernement pro-occidental qui a depuis
travaillé contre les intéréts de la Russie fédérale.

En ce qui concerne les justifications de
I’opération militaire russe en Ukraine, Savin
estime qu’elles incluent, outre les dangers de
I’expansion de I’OTAN vers I’Est sur la sécurité
nationale russe, la montée de la vague fasciste et
nazie en Ukraine, qui est la principale raison
obligeant la Russie a intervenir militairement en
Ukraine, combattre ses partisans et contrer le
danger qu’ils représentent pour la sécurité de la
Russie, car ils ont franchi toutes les lignes et
provoqué constamment Moscou.

Il estime également qu’empécher les dirigeants
ukrainiens de commettre le génocide ethnique de
certains Russes a I’Est était également une raison
supplémentaire d’intervenir.

Concernant les répercussions directes de la
guerre, le chercheur russe estime qu’elle
provoquera une grave crise économique pour
I’Ukraine, et il est possible que ces répercussions
s’étendent au reste du monde, étant donné que
I’Ukraine couvre 10 % des exportations
mondiales de blé. D’un autre co6té, les médias
occidentaux s’efforcent de dépeindre 1’Ukraine
comme une victime de cette opération militaire
alors que 1’Ukraine a toujours agi dans la
direction de cette guerre pendant des années et
n’a pas pris au sérieux les préoccupations russes.

Propagande médiatique

De plus, Savin pense que les médias
occidentaux en général utilisent la propagande
contre la Russie en falsifiant les faits et en
présentant la Russie comme 1’agresseur contre
I’Ukraine. Cependant, alors que la Russie est

Lsyilogha



s, Lsyiloglya

Cigaudlg Calaaljall e il jSg

ECSR

ECHAAB CENTER FOR STUDIES AND RESEARCH

«L’opératio_n militaire de la Russie_en Ukraine :
motifs et repercussions»

—

e 24 février 2022, la Russie a lancé
une opération militaire de grande
envergure contre 1’Ukraine et a
présenté plusieurs arguments pour
justifier cette opération, notamment la protection
de sa sécurité nationale contre les efforts de
I’Ukraine  pour rejoindre I’OTAN et
I’indivisibilité de la sécurité dans la région,
comme 1’a déclaré le président russe Vladimir
Poutine lui-méme.

En effet, on ne peut diagnostiquer et
comprendre la guerre entre la Russie et
I’Ukraine, soutenues par I’Occident, sans plonger
dans I’histoire des relations entre les deux pays.
Ces deux pays ont des liens culturels qui
remontent a des centaines d’années. Ils partagent
également des liens linguistiques et ethniques.
L’Ukraine est la deuxiéme république soviétique

il

la plus puissante apres la Russie, car elle a une
grande importance stratégique, économique et
culturelle. Depuis sa séparation de 1’Union
soviétique, la Russie et I’Occident se sont
affrontés pour étendre une plus grande influence
dans le pays afin de maintenir 1’équilibre des
forces dans la région en leur faveur ; et le succes
de la Russie dans la prise de controle de la
Crimée et son annexion ultérieure a la Russie ont
été considérés comme une supériorité navale
dans la région et ont méme accru la popularité du
président Vladimir Poutine en Russie. Malgré la
condamnation internationale dirigée contre lui et
I’imposition de sanctions séveres a Moscou par
les Etats—Unis, I’Union européenne et leurs alliés,
la Russie a poursuivi sa politique offensive,
considérant la mobilisation militaire ukrainienne
et la vigilance contre les séparatistes, qui lui sont
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unies en plaidant pour
une composante du
Conseil de sécurité plus
juste, c’est-a-dire
qu’elle demande une
révision de la
composante du Conseil
de sécurité de sorte que
le continent africain soit
diment représenté!> .
Le représentant
permanent de 1’Algérie
a PONU a affirmé :
«Nous partageons 1’avis
selon lequel toute réforme de ’ONU ne sera
complete sans une augmentation de la taille et
de la composante du Conseil de sécurité de
maniere a refléter les réalités géopolitiques
actuelles». Il a affirmé que pour Eétre
représentatif et efficace, le Conseil de sécurité
doit élargir sa composante a de nouveaux
membres issus, notamment de 1’Afrique. En
effet, ce continent est le seul qui ne dispose pas
de représentant permanent au sein du Conseil
de sécurité de I’ONU. L’ Algérie considere que
I’attribution au continent africain de sieges
permanents est plus que légitime et aiderait a
mieux prévenir et régler les conflits qui
secouent en grande partie des pays africains'c .
Cette volonté d’intégrer un ou deux Etats
africains au Conseil de sécurité est présente
depuis de nombreuses années. L’ Algérie parle
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des nouvelles puissances comme le Japon,
I’Allemagne, la Chine, I’'Inde, le Brésil. Par
ailleurs, les pays africains comme 1’ Afrique du
sud, I’Egypte et le Nigeria souhaitent obtenir le
siecge de membre permanent au Conseil de

cela revient a dire qu’il y a une volonté de
réformer ’ONU tout en préservant 1’ordre
international établi. Mais une telle démarche ne
peut qu’étre vouée a I’échec'. La solution peut
toutefois étre trouvée dans le régionalisme qui

sécurité. Les grandes puissantes sont toutefois

réticentes face a cette
option qui représente
une baisse de leurs
pouvoir et donc un

danger  pour leur
position.
Aujourd’hui, la

majorité des Etats veut
s’adapter aux lois de la
mondialisation qui est
vue comme une fatalité
pour le reste du monde.
Malgré le fait que ce

Finalement, la réforme de I’'ONU
telle qu’elle est concue ne peut
que consolider l'ordre existant
sans répondre aux besoins des
pays en développement, qui
souhaitent plus d’équité. En
réalité, les pays développés n’ont
pas la volonté de changer I'ordre
international établi et les pays en
développement n’en ont pas les
moyens. Aussi, cela revient a dire
qu’il y a une volonté de réformer
I’ONU tout en préservant I'ordre

peut constituer un moyen de

résoudre les
problémes de
développement mais aussi
les problemes de sécurité

collective et par
conséquent de rompre
avec cet ordre
international. L’ONU
pourrait alors devenir une
organisation des
régionalismes.

Il parait urgent de mettre
en ceuvre une réforme de
I’ONU, dont les défauts
structurels se trouvent
dans la complexité des

phénomene de
mondialisation est censé ; . , g
conduire 3 la international établi.
convergence des
économies entre les

pays riches et les pays pauvres et
I’enrichissement généralisé de la planete, il
ouvre la crise du systeme des relations
internationales fondée sur les accords
internationaux de 1’apres-guerre. Il s’agit donc
d’encadrer la mondialisation et I’accompagner
de regles internationales. C’est ici que pourrait
se situer le role de I’Onu comme structure de
coordination et d’encadrement de la
mondialisation. Malheureusement ce n’est pas
le cas puisque la mondialisation s’est faite au
détriment des principes fondateurs de I’ONU et
va dans le sens du jeu de puissances au
détriment de certaines régions du monde qui
sont mises a I’écart.
Finalement, la
réforme de ’ONU telle
qu’elle est congue ne
peut que consolider
I’ordre existant sans
répondre aux besoins
des pays en
développement, qui
souhaitent plus d’équité.
En réalité, les pays
développés n’ont pas la volonté de changer
I’ordre international établi et les pays en
développement n’en ont pas les moyens. Aussi,

L’Algérie

pays africains
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considere que
’attribution au continent africain
de siéges permanents est plus
que légitime et aiderait a mieux
prévenir et régler les conflits qui de
secouent en grande partie des

prises de décision, les
lourdeurs bureaucratiques,
la non application des
décisions... Cette réforme devra étre orientée de
maniere a donner a cette institution une
crédibilité illimitée, a en faire un instrument de
transformation pacifique de la société
internationale, jouant un rdle de régulateur juste
qui agit rapidement et ne laisse pas cette
fonction a la puissance des pays. Aujourd’hui,
considérant le besoin d’une organisation
mondiale forte, juste et équitable, qui aurait un
role primordial, occuperait une place importante
et pourrait faire entrer le monde dans une ere
nouvelle, il convient de centrer ses activités sur
le maintien de la paix et de la sécurité
internationales, et sur le respect du Droit
International et des droits des peuples. Si cette
fonction reste seulement
entre les mains des Etats,
la paix risque de tarder a
se réaliser, voire méme
d’€étre impossible!.
Sil’on s’intéresse au cas
I’Algérie, le pays
souhaite une réforme du
Conseil de sécurité de
I’ONU, et relance sa
demande de deux sieges permanents au sein du
Conseil de sécurité pour 1’ Afrique : elle remet
sur la table la question de la réforme des Nations
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La grande majorité des Etats semble rejeter
I’option B au profit de I’option A pour permettre
aux pays en développement de retrouver un
droit a I’autodétermination au sein du Conseil
de sécurité, ceci de maniere permanente. Pour
beaucoup de spécialistes, la réforme de I’ONU,
c’est surtout celle du Conseil de sécurité, mais
quels criteres doivent entrer en compte pour
I’élargissement du Conseil de sécurité ?
L’article 23 de la Charte des Nations unies
précise que ses membres doivent €tre choisis en
fonction de leur contribution au maintien de la
paix et de la sécurité internationale et en
fonction d’une répartition géographique
équitable. Ceux qui sont contre 1’élargissement
avancent qu’un Conseil de sécurité élargi ne
serait pas plus légitime
que l’actuel, qu’il
porterait en lui un risque
de blocage et qu’il serait
a ’origine de
mécontentements de la
part de ceux qui ne
seraient pas choisis.
Pour ce qui est du droit
de veto, les réformateurs
pensent qu’il devrait étre
réservé seulement aux
questions d’intérét vita.!!

En ce qui concerne
I’ Assemblée générale, sa
réforme passe par un
changement de son
mécanisme de
financement. Deux visions de cette réforme se
dégagent les pays les moins avancés
considerent que la lutte contre la pauvreté
comme une priorit¢ tandis que les plus
développés s’intéressent davantage a la
rationalisation des travaux de I’ONU et aux
questions politiques comme 1’ingérence. En
réalité, une vraie réforme serait d’intégrer des
représentants de la société civile au sein de
I’ Assemblée Générale.

Pour ce qui est du secrétaire général de
I’ONU, la question est de savoir s’il faut
renforcer ses attributions. Certains pensent qu’il
doit étre €lu directement par I’Assemblée
générale, sans recommandation du Conseil de
sécurité. Il aurait une plus grande marge de
manceuvre politique et ne serait plus condamné
a rester aux ordres des superpuissances pour

les véritables

Par ailleurs, le déficit démocratique
interne a I’Assemblée générale
vient du fait que les résolutions de les
I’Assemblée générale sont sans
force obligatoire. Cet organe n’a
aucun pouvoir décisionnel réel
parce que, vis-a-vis des Etats
membres, ses résolutions n’ont
aucune valeur juridique. Finalement,
décisions se
prennent au Conseil de sécurité,
ce qui nous rameéne au probléme
du déficit démocratique qui se
situe au double plan des décisions
et des compétences.

renouveler son mandat. Un mandat unique
d’une durée de six ou sept ans pourrait aussi
changer les choses, lui laissant plus
d’indépendance.

Par ailleurs, I’objectif principal qui ressort du
Rapport des 16 est de permettre a I’ONU
d’empécher les menaces de naitre. Pour cela, il
est préconis€ une mesure générale qui consiste
a élargir la conception de la sécurité et des
mesures induites par celle-ci. Cette mesure
consiste a inclure, aux cotés des conflits entre
Etats, les nouvelles menaces qui sont dirigées
contre toutes les collectivités humaines. Le
modele de sécurité collective que proposent les
16 doit reposer sur trois criteres : 1’efficacité
(associer aux institutions de la sécurité
collective d’autres
intervenants et
responsabiliser les Etats),
I’efficience (coordonner
programmes  des
différents intervenants,
privilégier la prévention),
I’équité  (assurer la
sécurité de tous les
membres sans
distinction).

En réalité, la volonté de
maintenir les bases de
I’ordre né en 1945 a
abouti a la création d’une
situation dans laquelle la
réforme, plutdt que
d’adapter le systéme
international aux nouvelles données, vise a
empécher une démocratisation des relations
internationales qui nuirait aux grandes
puissances. Finalement, en plus de vouloir
réformer I’ONU, les pays occidentaux devraient
plutot se pencher sur la démocratisation des
relations internationales comme  un
prolongement de leurs pratiques démocratiques
internes.

Réformer I’ONU renvoie a un certain nombre
de considérations. Avant tout, la réforme de
I’ONU sera un échec si elle cherche a affecter
les avantages des vainqueurs de la Seconde
guerre mondiale.!? La réforme consiste en
premier lieu a établir de nouvelles regles du fait
de l’accession de nombreux pays au statut
d’Etats indépendants suite au processus de
décolonisation, mais aussi a une prise en compte
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possibles. Les Etats affirment vouloir défendre
les intéréts de I’Humanité mais sont surtout
soucieux des leurs!®

S’agissant de la réforme des Nations unies,
plusieurs propositions ont été formulées. Le
débat porte en grande partie sur la question de
I’élargissement du Conseil de sécurité qui
comporte dix membres non permanents répartis
comme suit :

- Afrique : 3

- Asie : 2

- Amérique Latine : 2

- Europe occidentale et autres : 2
- Europe orientale : 1

En 2004, des propositions de réforme ont été

internationaux dans le rapport (Rapport des 16)
intitulé « Un monde plus sir : notre affaire a
tous » commandé par le secrétaire général de
I’époque Kofi Annan. Le rapport recommandait
la création de neuf sieges au Conseil de sécurité
selon deux formules A et B. La formule A
prévoie la création de six nouveaux sieges
permanents et de trois nouveaux sieges non
permanents.

La formule B ne crée pas de nouveaux sieges
permanents mais un seul nouveau siege non
permanent et prévoit une nouvelle catégorie de
huit pays €lus pour quatre ans et rééligibles. La
répartition des sieges selon les formules
proposées par le groupe  d’experts
internationaux est résumée dans les tableaux

formulées par un groupe d’experts suivants :
Formule A
Région Nombre Siéges Nouveaux Siéges avec Total
d’Etats permanents siéges mandats de deux
(existant) permanents ans (renouvelables)

Afrique 53 - 2 4 6

Asie et 1
pacifique 56 2 3 6

Europe 47 3 1 2 6
Amériques 35 1 4 6

Total 191 5 6 13 24

Source : Doc. A/59/565 p.74
Formule B
Nouveaux s
je Siéges avec
Sqi Nombre Sieges avec mandat
(existant) de quatre ans (non
ans renouvelables)

Afrique 53 - 2 4 6

Asie et
pacifique o6 1 2 3 6

Europe 47 3 2 1 6
Amériques 35 1 2 3 6

Total 191 5 8 11 24

Source : Doc. A/59/565 p.74
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fonctionnent autour des principaux organes, a
savoir le Conseil de sécurité et le Secrétariat
général qui  couvrent I’exécutif et
I’administratif, 1’Assemblée générale qui
couvre le Iégislatif et accueille tous les membres
sur une base censée étre égalitaire, le Conseil
économique et social et la Cour internationale
de justice.

membres qui sont a l’origine des
dysfonctionnements de I’ONU. Ainsi, certains
Etats se retrouvent parfois au-dessus de la loi
internationale, voire en dehors du droit
international®.

Par ailleurs, le déficit démocratique interne a
I’Assemblée générale vient du fait que les
résolutions de 1’ Assemblée générale sont sans

La crise interne de
’ONU est en grande
partie liée a un déficit
démocratique au sein du
Conseil de sécurité, c’est-
a-dire a un systeme de
représentation inégalitaire

La crise interne de ’ONU est en
grande partie liée a un déficit
démocratique au sein du Conseil
de sécurité, c’est-a-dire a un
systéme de représentation
inégalitaire des Etats au sein de

force obligatoire. Cet
organe n’a aucun pouvoir
décisionnel réel parce
que, vis-a-vis des Etats
membres, ses résolutions
n‘ont aucune valeur
juridique. Finalement, les

des Etats au sein de cet
organe. A 1’origine, cet
organe est formé de cinq
membres permanents bénéficiant du droit de
veto (Etats-Unis, France, Grande-Bretagne,
Chine, URSS) et six membres non permanents
€lus par I’ Assemblée générale pour deux ans et
renouvelables par moitié chaque année. Quatre
nouveaux membres non permanents ont rejoint
le Conseil en 1963+. Cet organe possede un
pouvoir hiérarchique, un pouvoir
discrétionnaire, un pouvoir d’action et un
pouvoir autoritaire. L’ensemble de ces pouvoirs
fait du Conseil de sécurité un organe disposant
de pouvoirs tres étendus qui s’appliquent a
I’ensemble des dispositions relatives au volet
sécurité de ’ONU>.
Le déficit démocratique

cet organe.

véritables décisions se

prennent au Conseil de

sécurité, ce qui nous
ramene au probleme du déficit démocratique qui
se situe au double plan des décisions et des
compétences.’

A partir de la fin des années 1970, I’ONU est
directement interpellée face a la situation
internationale caractérisée par la crise sur
plusieurs plans. La décolonisation, la fin de la
guerre froide et la disparition du veto quasi
automatique de I’ex-URSS au Conseil de
sécurité ont donné [I’illusion que 1’ONU
connaitrait un renouveau et pourrait enfin
utiliser ses capacités au mieux. Par la suite, avec
la guerre du Golf, nait I’espoir d’un nouvel ordre
international qui se veut étre un ordre du droit,

de la justice et de la
sécurité collective®. Mais

est lié au fait que le
mécanisme décisionnel
est totalement
déséquilibré au profit de la
seule minorité constituée
par les cinq membres
permanents. En effet,
quand on en vient a la
prise d’une décision
touchant aux questions
autres que procédurales, le
vote négatif d’un seul
membre permanent suffit

En 2004, des propositions de
réforme ont été formulées par un
groupe d’experts internationaux
dans le rapport (Rapport des 16)
intitulé « Un monde plus sir :
notre affaire a tous » commandé
par le secrétaire général de
I’époque Kofi Annan. Le rapport
recommandait la création de neuf
sieges au Conseil de sécurité
selon deux formules A et B.

cette illusion a vite
disparu® puisque les
zones de conflits
augmentent et leur

nature s’élargit. Les
données de la
problématique de

sécurité dans le monde
changent et ce dernier se
caractérise désormais par
son incertitude.

Au total, ’ONU a décu

May 2022

a faire obstacle a la décision visée. C’est ce
qu’on appelle le droit de veto conféré aux seuls
cinq membres permanents. En tant que tel, le
droit de veto n’est qu'un moyen de contrdle
mais c’est d’abord 1’usage excessif de ce droit
et surtout le manque d’entente entre les Etats

dans la mesure ou, brandie comme référence a
chaque occasion, elle se révele impuissante a
empécher les conflits et manque de moyens pour
faire respecter les droits des peuples : elle n’a
pas de force propre, les Etats ne respectent pas
leurs engagements et il n’y a pas de sanctions

Lsyilogha




Résumé :

Cet article se concentre sur la nécessité d’une réforme au sein de ’ONU qui s’explique d’une part
par I’existence d’une crise interne a ’ONU, et d’autre part, par la situation de crise du systéme
international. La réforme est a I'ordre du jour depuis de nombreuses années et a donné lieu a
différentes propositions et soulevé plusieurs questions. Le débat sur la réforme de ’ONU porte en
grande partie sur la question de I’élargissement du Conseil de sécurité. A ce propos, I’Algérie et
plus généralement le continent africain revendiquent I'intégration d’un ou deux Etats africains au
sein du Conseil de sécurité, ce qui pourrait aider a la gestion des conflits dans ce continent.
Finalement, la réforme de ’ONU telle qu’elle est congcue ne peut que conforter I’ordre existant et
répondre aux attentes des pays en développement, qui sont a la recherche de plus d’équité.

ujourd’hui, les relations
internationales connaissent de
plus en plus une dynamique qui
résulte du jeu des différents
acteurs dont la nature a évolué vu
la complexité des problemes internationaux.
Ceci rend légitime de s’interroger sur la
régulation de la société internationale, c’est-a-
dire de poser le
probleme de [’ordre

d’autres institutions, les Nations Unies occupent
une situation stratégique, elles sont les seules a
détenir une légitimité qui se réfere a un intérét
collectif international commun, elles sont
censées remplir la fonction d’une communauté
politique nécessaire au fondement du droit
international. La plupart des Etats souhaitent le
maintien de ’ONU méme s’ils peinent a trouver
dans cette organisation
une maniere de satisfaire

international.

La  création de
I’Organisation des
Nations Unies (ONU)
apres la deuxieme
guerre mondiale en
1945  était  censée
apporter une solution a
ce genre de régulation
en tant qu’institution
qui  assurerait la
régulation d’un systéme
international de plus en
plus ressenti comme
injuste, d’une défense
des droits des peuples
et des Etats, notamment
des moins influents sur
la scene internationale.
Mais I'illusion du droit

international par
rapport a la réalité de la
gouvernance internationale entraine une

La création de I’Organisation des
Nations Unies (ONU) apres la
deuxiéme guerre mondiale en 1945
était censée apporter une solution a
ce genre de régulation en tant
qu’institution qui assurerait la

régulation d’un systéme
international de plus en plus
ressenti comme injuste, d’une

défense des droits des peuples et
des Etats, notamment des moins
influents sur la scéne internationale.
Mais l'illusion du droit international
par rapport a la réalité de Ila
gouvernance internationale entraine
une immense déception de la part de
la communauté internationale
envers cette institution qui est
appelée a sortir de son enlisement et
a aider a résoudre un nombre
toujours croissant de problémes
internationaux.

leurs intéréts nationaux.
En effet, ’ONU est une
référence majeure dans
la gestion des crises
méme si ses limites font

qu’elle partage
I’application des
décisions et des
compétences? Une
réforme de I'ONU

permettrait de contrer
I’unilatéralisme et les
inégalités géopolitiques
et aussi de donner une
place a de nouveaux
acteurs. La question de la
réforme de 1I’ONU se
pose depuis la fin de la
guerre froide méme si la
crise est devenue un
mode normal de
fonctionnement de

I’ONU et qu’elle semble avoir porté en elle les

immense déception de la part de la communauté
internationale envers cette institution qui est
appelée a sortir de son enlisement et a aider a
résoudre un nombre toujours croissant de
problémes internationaux.

Ainsi, la crise de I’ONU n’est autre que celle
de I’ordre international établi!

Malgré le fait qu’il existe d’autres acteurs et
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germes de sa propre impuissance?

L’ONU se compose aujourd’hui de 193 Etats-
membres, elle comporte un ensemble
d’institutions relevant du domaine public et
composées d’une multitude d’entités qui ont
pour mission le maintien de la paix et de la
sécurité collective et le développement de la
sécurit€é humaine... Toutes ces entités

May 2022



May 2022

Abstract:

This article focuses on the need for reform within the UN which is
explained on the one hand by the existence of an internal crisis
at the UN, and on the other hand, by the crisis situation of the
international system. Reform has been on the agenda for many
years and has given rise to various proposals and raised several
questions. Much of the debate on UN reform revolves around the
issue of Security Council enlargement. In this regard, Algeria and
the African continent more generally claim the integration of
one or two African states within the Security Council,

which could contribute to the management of conflicts

in this continent. Finally, the reform of the United

Nations as it is conceived can only consolidate the

existing order and meet the expectations of developing
countries, which are in quest of more equity.




~ Riadh Bouriche

Professeur en Sciences Politiques
** Docteur en Droit

* Directeur du laboratoire Etat,
Politiques Publiques et Strategles..
gouvernementales
Faculté des sciences politiques
Université Constantine 3

Reforme de I’ Organlsatlon
des Nations Unies :

E llne perspective algerle

[ pour PAfrique

May 2022




elle pas les moyens ?

A Moscou, le gouvernement russe et le
président Poutine font également appel a des
figures et a des référents qui remontent a la
Seconde Guerre
mondiale, a la

d’étre un véritable pivot géographique selon la
formule de Zbigniew Brzezinski, aura été un
pivot historique qui a fait basculer le systéme
mondial d’une configuration unipolaire post-
Guerre froide, a une
configuration a

«Grande Guerre
Patriotique» selon la
phraséologie

officielle : néo-
nazis, dénazifier
I’Ukraine, le leader
extrémiste  Stepan
Bandera. Autant de

Sur le terrain ukrainien, les Russes
désignent le groupe paramilitaire Azov,
nationaliste extréme, badériste et néo-
nazi comme la partie visible de l'iceberg,
de cette galaxie ultranationaliste,
russophobe et belliciste, coupable selon
les autorités russes de toutes les exactions
commises dans le Donbass depuis 2014.

poles multiples.
L’Organisation du
Traité de
I’Atlantique  Nord
(OTAN), formidable
parapluie militaire
américain en Europe
aura été inutile dans

marqueurs

symboliques sensés

mobiliser  I’opinion  publique  russe
essentiellement, mais aussi une opinion
publique internationale sensible aux affres du
nazisme. Sur le terrain ukrainien, les Russes
désignent le groupe paramilitaire Azov,
nationaliste extréme, badériste et néo-nazi
comme la partie visible de I’iceberg, de cette
galaxie ultranationaliste, russophobe et
belliciste, coupable selon les autorités russes
de toutes les exactions commises dans le
Donbass depuis 2014. Mais la voix de Moscou
peine a passer de 1’autre c6té du «Mur», celui
érigé par les «Occidentaux» pour faire
prévaloir «leur» vérité.

Aujourd’hui, avec cette guerre post-moderne
de type 2.0, I’essentiel est occulté¢ : la
reconfiguration de I’ordre mondial entre
tenants de la
suprématie  euro-

atlantiste, et par Une plus

grande autonomie des

la préservation de

I’intégrité de

I’Ukraine, d’ou la nécessaire réflexion en
Europe d’un systeme de sécurité autonome des
Etats-Unis, pourquoi pas autour de
I’Allemagne. La Grande-Bretagne, libérée
grice au Brexit, des contingences
européennes, se projette comme une grande
puissance libérale et financiere a la faveur de
la stratégie de I’empire global, Global Britain.
Les sanctions «occidentales» a I’encontre de
la Russie sont également en passe d’impacter
le systetme économique mondial. Une plus
grande autonomie des économies russes et
chinoises par rapport au systeme SWIFT et a
I’étalon Dollar, entrainant dans leur sillage les
économies indienne, iranienne, africaines et
latino-américaines provoquera sans doute la
fin du systtme économique mondial de
Bretton Woods et
ouvrira la porte a un
nouveau systeme ol

extension
géoéconomique un
monde «occidental»
incluant I’Amérique
du Nord, 1’Union
européenne,

I’ Australie, la
Nouvelle-Zélande,
le Japon et la Corée
du Sud, et les
adeptes d’un monde
rééquilibré ou

économies russes et chinoises par rapport
au systeme SWIFT et a l'étalon Dollar,
entrainant dans leur sillage les économies
indienne, iranienne, africaines et latino-
américaines provoquera sans doute la fin
du systeme économique mondial de
Bretton Woods et ouvrira la porte a un
nouveau systeme ou [I’hégémonie
«occidentale» sera moindre et ses diktats
également.

I’hégémonie
«occidentale» sera
moindre et ses
diktats également.
Mais toutes ces
problématiques, les
médias mainstream
ne les évoquent pas
directement. L heure
est au storytelling
o les réfugiés
ukrainiens sont
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I’Eurasie autour du bindme Russie-Chine avec
des points d’ancrage en Afrique, au Moyen-
Orient et en Amérique latine, aura un role plus
important a jouer dans 1’aréne internationale.

L’histoire retiendra que 1’Ukraine, en plus

utilisés comme alibis pour la propagande
antirusse. La démocratie doit toujours avoir
bonne conscience.

Ne dit-on pas que la premiere victime de la
guerre c’est la vérité ?
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es médias mainstream, pour la

plupart «occidentaux», ont

procédé, des le 24 février 2022,

date de l’entrée des blindés

russes en Ukraine, a la
fabrication de 1’ennemi, selon la formule de
Pierre Conessa. On revient désormais au
méchant «Rouskof», ce barbare venu de I’Est
pour fossoyer la jeune
démocratie ukrainienne.
Dans le r6le du
méchant, Poutine
remplace  trés  vite
Staline, et I’armée russe
est dépeinte comme
I’armée rouge foncant
sur Budapest en 1956 ou
sur Prague en 1968. La vision binaire et
manichéenne de 1’ére de la Guerre froide est
convoquée par des spécialistes autoproclamés
de la Russie et de son président pour expliquer
la forfaiture du «criminel» Poutine.

Ce va-et-vient historique sans cesse ressassé
dans les chaines d’information en continu a un
but. Il s’agit de mobiliser I’opinion publique
dans I’optique de la fabrique du consentement
chére a Noam Chomsky. Sinon, comment
gagner la bataille de D’information sans
engager un seul soldat sur le champ de bataille
militaire ? Dans un monde «occidental»
autoproclamé Héraut de la liberté et de la
démocratie en Ukraine, du sort de ce pays
dépendra le sort du monde «libre». Voici une
rhétorique tout droit sortie des années 1950,
du temps de la Guerre de Corée, de la création
du pacte de Varsovie et de la consolidation de
I’emprise soviétique sur
I’Europe de I’Est !

Ironie du sort, ce sont
ces démocraties qui ont
étouffés les VOix
dissonantes des médias

Poutine.

La vision binaire et manichéenne de
I'ére de la Guerre froide est convoquée
par des spécialistes autoproclamés de
la Russie et de son président pour
expliquer la forfaiture du «criminel»

Ironie du sort, ce sont ces démocraties
qui ont étouffés les voix dissonantes
des médias russes en Europe. Russia
Today, RT France et I'agence Sputnik
ont été purement et simplement

je fais». La fabrication de I’ennemi afin de
fabriquer le consentement n’a pas besoin de
récits contraires. Toute information en
provenance de Moscou devient ainsi de la
propagande, des Fake news et de Ila
désinformation. A force de marteler ce postulat
a longueur de journée, il devient une évidence,
une vérité.

La pensée est donc
faconnée et 1’espace
public  est  ainsi

conditionné pour
«consommer»

uniquement la version
«occidentale» des

faits. La journaliste

francaise Anne-Laure
Bonnel I’a appris a ses dépens, elle qui est
intervenue sur une chaine de télévision
francaise le ler mars 2022, soit moins d’une
semaine apres le début de «I’opération russe»
en Ukraine, pour dénoncer les frappes
ukrainiennes  contre les  populations
ukrainiennes russophones du Donbass. La
journaliste a été publiquement lynchée par ses
propres confreres avant qu’elle ne le soit par
I’opinion publique conditionnée.

L’épisode du théatre de Marioupol,
bombardé par la Russie selon le gouvernement
ukrainien, relayé par la presse mainstream, est
symptomatique de la posture propagandiste de
ces médias. Aucune image de prétendues
victimes réfugiées dans ce théatre visé par les
bombes russes, une seule image satellite
montrant I’endroit avant puis apres la date
dudit bombardement. Mais I’événement a été

présenté comme un

crime contre
I’humanité commis
par l’armée russe.

L’image de
I’Ukrainien paisible et

russes  en Europe.  farmés et/ou empéchés de diffuser a pacifique victime de la
Russia  Today, RT partir d’Europe, en Amérique du Nord bgrbarle russe Va}ut
France et 1’agence et en Australie. bien un  média-
Sputnik ont été mensonge comme le
purement et simplement qualifierait le

fermés et/ou empéchés de diffuser a partir
d’Europe, en Amérique du Nord et en
Australie. Une conception assez particuliere
de la liberté d’expression, de la presse et de
I’information ! Saint Thomas est passé par la :
«faites ce que je dis mais ne faites pas ce que
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journaliste belge Michel Collon.

Laffaire renvoie au canon géant de I’ancien
président irakien Saddam Hussein ou aux
bébés koweitiens sortis des couveuses par
I’armée irakienne apres I’invasion du Koweit
par I'Irak le 02 aofit 1990. La fin ne justifie-t-
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More than just a war on the military ground, the «Russian operation»
in Ukraine is on the verge of becoming the first post-modern war 2.0.
Why ? The answer is simple: all the protagonists: Russians,
Ukrainians and «Westerners» use and abuse post-truth, fake news
and leverage information as a lethal weapon.
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En Ukraine,
la vérité premiere
victime de la guerre :

L’information,’
enjeu majeur pour:.
gagner Popinion

Plus qu’une guerre sur le terrain
militaire, «I’opération russe» en
Ukraine est en passe de devenir la
premiére guerre post-moderne
2.0. Pourquoi ? La réponse est
simple : tous les protagonistes :
Russes, Ukrainiens et
«Occidentaux» usent et abusent
de la post-vérité, des Fake news
et utilisent I'information comme
arme fatale.
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Indeed, there were opinions within the
Atlantic alliance that saw the expansion of
NATO as a strategic misstep that would make
NATO lose its cohesion, in contrast to a strong
counter-opinion in the West that saw the need
to include new countries, especially in Europe,
which means more lands, greater resources and
new finances for the alliance.

In general, there are three major trends in
this framework:

1. Nationalist Europeans opposed to the
idea of expanding NATO: They see that
NATO is a Western idea that belongs to
Western Europe only, and that any expansion
would destabilize this alliance. Moreover, the
alliance should be committed only to
protecting Western Europe and performing any
new tasks that correspond to the challenges of
the time such as new asymmetric security
threats associated with illegal immigration,
drug trafficking, organized crime and the
phenomenon of international terrorism, in
addition to its primary mission of joint defense
of Europe and the other countries that make up
the Alliance in general.

2. The Atlanticists, led by Britain: it calls
for the expansion of NATO, especially towards
the countries of Eastern Europe, as it sees that
NATO was established mainly to protect all of
Europe and the inclusion of new countries is
necessary to prevent a new war, as happened
during World War II. However, the real goal of
this expansion is targeting Russia mainly in
order to contain it in its areas of influence.

3. The New Atlanticists: they support the
two previous propositions with the need for the
existence of special security institutions in
Western Europe, the expansion of NATO to
include new countries, and coordination
between these institutions. An entity or body
called ‘Berlin Plus’ has been established with
the task of coordinating between the NATO
agencies and the European Union's security
services.

In the midst of this Western debate about
NATO expansion and its new roles, comes
Ukraine, which is geographically within the
Russian Slavic region as part of the ancient
Russian civilization. As a result of the political
changes that occurred during the “Orange
Revolution of 2004, Ukraine made a request

to join the North Atlantic Treaty Organization.
After NATO officially announced it at a
special summit in 2008 with the possibility of
Ukraine and Georgia joining the alliance after
submitting a request, Russia showed it utmost
rejection, a rejection that translated in the
Russian-Georgian war in August 2008.

There were also continuous requests from
Moscow, that persisted until a few months
before the lunch of the military operation, to
cancel the NATO decision issued in 2008,
opening the door for Georgia and Ukraine to
join the North Atlantic Treaty Organization.
Such requests have been categorically rejected
by the West, without paying due consideration
to Russia's concerns about its national security.

According to the researcher, the problem
began after 2010, time of election of a new
president of Ukraine, Viktor Yanukovych, who
worked to establish balanced relations with
Russia and the West, despite the fact that the
Western media portrayed him as a follower of
Russia, as Yanukovych tried to benefit from
trade exchanges with Europe while
maintaining good relations with Moscow.

But in 2014, with the Obama administration,
the Ukrainian president refused many
American requests. Meanwhile, massive
popular protests rose calling for the overthrow
of the regime, and it was achieved. The
researcher believes that there were plans to
exterminate the Slavic race in Ukraine
afterwards. Indeed, there has been also
permanent Western plans to prevent the rise of
a Slavic union that the West sees as a threat to
it; this is what happened in Serbia, being the
genocide of the Slavic race on the pretext of
human rights in 1999.

In 2014, Russia, as a reaction and a
preemptive step to the West’s attempt to
contain it, annexed Crimea without war, after
conducting a self-determination referendum to
join the Russian Federation (a Russian
proposal), while the West considered this
annexation illegal and began imposing
sanctions on Russia that are still continuing to
multiply after Russia began its military
operation in Ukraine on February 24t,
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Map showing the location of Ukraine, which is at the center of Russia, Western

Europe, and parts of Eastern Europe
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of a country or a region cannot be achieved at
the expense of another.

Geographically, Ukraine is enclosed between
two major powers in the world, Eurasian
Russia and Atlanticist Europe, backed by the
United States of America and the rest of the
Western allies. Ukraine is also the second
European country in terms of area after Russia.
After its independence from the Soviet Union
in 1991, Ukraine has adhered to neutrality as
a state between two strong superpowers, as
previously mentioned, but chose to take side
against another alliance or against Russia with
which it has had strong historical, ethno-
linguistic and political ties that are so hard to
overlook.
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NATO's eastward expansion is
the cause of the crisis

The scholar believes that since the collapse
of the Soviet Union, NATO has had plans to
expand to the east. According to Western
thought, controlling Russia means controlling
the world within a project of NATO
globalization. A debate emerged in America
and Europe about the need to expand NATO
to Eastern Europe.

The crux of the problem is the expansion of
NATO, as Ukraine changed its constitution and
amended its strategic doctrine in order to join
NATO. This is what Moscow considered a
point of no return and an unacceptable
situation.

May 2022
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Moreover, Savin believes that Western media
in general is using propaganda against Russia
by falsifying facts and portraying Russia as the
aggressor against Ukraine. However, whereas
Russia is ready to end this process immediately
if Ukraine accepts Moscow's terms, Western
media is promoting the opposite.

The outcome of
the Russian military
operation in Ukraine

The scholar believes that predicting the
course and duration of the Russian military
operation in Ukraine is difficult, and believes
that this war is completely different from any
war that Russia has been through before, be it
Georgia in 2008 or Afghanistan during the
eighties. Therefore, foreseeing its future is
currently not possible, especially with the high
velocity of events and the insistence of the
West to support Ukraine politically and
militarily at a time when Russia has warned of
the consequences of these actions and its threat
to use weapons of mass deterrence, including
nuclear weapons.

Russia is the largest nuclear country in the
world, with more than 6,000 nuclear warheads
and long-range ballistic missiles with a range
of more than 20,000 km.

In his talk titled: " Economic Warfare against
Russia Deployed to Prevent Economic
Integration of Eurasia with Western Europe,"
the German scholar stressed that the main
objective of the economic sanctions directed
against Russia is to cause the collapse of
Russia's financial and economic system, as he
described these sanctions as weapons of mass
destruction, which violates all international
norms and laws.

He added that the West is trying to
legitimize these sanctions, although their
repercussions fall always on peoples, not the
regimes. In this context, Schlanger recalled
what happened in Iraq, Yemen and Syria,
where those sanctions had negative and
devastating repercussions on peoples.

In his answer about the veracity of Russian
reports accusing Washington of developing

biological weapons in Ukraine, the German
scholar stressed that he does not rule out that
these reports are true.

Economic Integration of
Eurasia with Western Europe

Harley Schlanger believes that a hidden facet
of these sanctions was also to prevent any
European-Eurasian economic alliance outside
America’s framework, this economic
cooperation which has been greatly
consolidated during the last twenty years as
Europe has become dependent on 40% of
Russian gas to meet its internal needs. The
scholar also believes that sanctions against
Russia are not in the interests of Ukraine itself
in the medium term and greatly weigh on the
Ukrainian economy, which is already
collapsing due to the war.

With regard to the Russian motives for
launching this military operation against
Ukraine, he believes that the justifications
presented in this framework are compelling,
especially since Russia has expressed its fears
and security concerns about NATO expansion
for many years, and has always considered
Ukraine’s accession to the alliance a red line
that cannot be crossed.

For scholar Smaine Djella, he believes that
the Ukrainian crisis may appear relatively far
from Algeria from a geographical perspective,
but there is a great official and popular interest
in this crisis because of its repercussions that
affected all the inhabitants of the globe,
specifically in the areas of energy and global
food security, given that Russia and Ukraine
together cover 30% of wheat exports in the
world.

In his talk titled: ‘“Russia, Ukraine and
NATO: between Atlanticism versus the
principle of ‘Security for All’”’, he asserted
that the concept of ‘Security Indivisibility’ or
‘Security for All’ has been used by Russian
President Vladimir Putin in his response to the
western tendency that promotes and strives to
realize a customized regional security at the
expanse of Russia’s security. As per Russia, it
believes that security cannot be divided and is
the same for all regions, and that the security
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Moscow launched on the 24th of February a
special military operation in Ukraine, aiming,
according to Moscow, to “protect people who,
for eight years now, have been facing
humiliation and genocide perpetrated by the
Kyiv regime,” as stated by Russian President
Vladimir Putin, who also said: "This situation
required conducting an operation to disarm
Ukraine and protect civilians in Donbas."

The symposium raised a major question
concerned with the reasons and motives
behind Russia's launch of this military
operation in Ukraine, which today has
turned into a war between the two sides, and
examines its regional and international
repercussions.

A group of professors and specialists from
inside and outside Algeria participated in the
symposium (in presential and via video
conferencing):

1. Leonid Savin / Geopolitical analyst,
strategist, and political scientist, Russia.

2. Harley Schlanger / Vice-Chairman of
the Board of the Schiller Institute, and
Spokesman  for The  LaRouche
Organization. Germany, USA.

3. Smain Djella / Ph.D in International
Studies, Independent Researcher, Algeria.

The discussion focused on three (03) main
axes:

1. Reasons and motives behind the
Russian military operation in Ukraine.

2. Regional and international

repercussions.

3. The future of Russian-Ukrainian
relations.

This international symposium, organized
by Echaab Center for Studies and
Research, aims to:

1. Discuss the causes and motives behind
the Russian military operation in Ukraine.

2. Understand the regional and
international repercussions of the Russian
military operation in Ukraine.

3. Prospect the future of Russian-
Ukrainian relations after the war.

Leonid Savin’s Talk

Leonid Savin believes that the Ukrainian
crisis goes back to 2004 after the so-called
Orange Revolution in Ukraine and the
installation of a new pro-Western government
that has since worked against the interest of
federal Russia.

With regard to justifications for the Russian
military operation in Ukraine, Savin believes
that these include, in addition to the dangers of
NATO’s eastward expansion on Russian
national security, the rise of the fascist and Nazi
tide in Ukraine which is the main reason
compelling Russia to intervene militarily in
Ukraine, fight its advocates and counter the
danger they pose to Russia’s security, as they
have crossed all lines and have constantly
provoked Moscow. He also believes that
preventing the Ukrainian leadership from
committing ethnic genocide of some Russians
in the east was also an additional reason to
intervene.

Regarding the direct repercussions of the war,
the Russian scholar believes that it will cause a
severe economic crisis for Ukraine, and it is
possible that these repercussions will extend to
the rest of the world, considering that Ukraine
covers 10% of the world’s wheat exports. On
the other hand, western media is working to
portray Ukraine as a victim of this military
operation while Ukraine have always acted
towards this war for years and did not take
Russian concerns seriously.

Media propaganda
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n February 24, 2022, Russia
launched a large-scale military
operation against Ukraine and
presented several arguments to
justify this operation, including the protection
of its national security against the efforts of
Ukraine to join NATO and the indivisibility of
regional security in the region, as stated by
Russian President Vladimir Putin himself.
Indeed, we cannot diagnose and understand
the war between Russia and Ukraine, supported
by the West, without delving into the history of
the relations between the two countries. These
two countries have cultural bonds that extend
back hundreds of years. They also share
linguistic and ethnic ties. Ukraine is the second
most powerful Soviet republic after Russia, as
it has great strategic, economic and cultural

ECHAAB CENTER FOR STUDIES AND RESEARCH

«Russi_a’s Military Operation in_llkraine:
Motives and Repercussions.»

i

importance. Since its separation from the Soviet
Union, Russia and the West have competed to
extend greater influence in the country in order
to maintain the balance of power in the region
in their favor; and Russia's success in taking
over Crimea and its subsequent annexation to
Russia was considered a naval superiority in the
region, and even increased the popularity of
President Vladimir Putin in Russia. Despite
international condemnation directed against him
and the imposition of harsh sanctions on
Moscow by the United States, the European
Union and their allies, Russia continued its
offensive policy, as it considered the Ukrainian
military mobilization and alertness against the
separatists, loyal to it, in the Donbas region a
direct threat to its national security.

Hence, the Russian escalation increased, as
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Trump), the repression of the Uyghur in Xinjiang
qualified as "genocide" and description of China
as the most important challenger to US
supremacy.!®

On 15 September 2021, the United States,
Australia and Britain announced the creation of
the AUKUS, a new military tripartite alliance
allowing the United States to sell nuclear
propulsion submarines to Australia. Beside the
AUKUS, the United States is increasing its
military engagement in the Indo-Pacific through
selling military equipment and organizing military
exercises. In February 2022, Biden
Administration issued the Indo-Pacific Strategy of
the United States.!”

The objective of the United States is a free
and open, connected,
prosperous, resilient and
secure Indo-Pacific 2:

- Free and Open: through

democracy, free press,
dynamic civil society,
transparent budgets,

international-law-based
skies and seas, common
approaches to internet and
cyberspace;

- Connected: through
alliances, regional partners, a powerful ASEAN,
regional leadership of India, QUAD and the links with
Euro-Atlantic area;

- Prosperous: through high standards of labor and
environment, a clean energy, APEC and Build Better
Back World program (B3W);

- Secure: through the stability in the strait of Taiwan,
AUKUS and the complete denuclearization of the
Korean Peninsula;

- Resilient: through climate, environment and global
health security.

According to the Strategy, the People's Republic
of China (PRC) pursues a sphere of influence in
the Indo-Pacific and seeks to become the world's
most influential power. The PRC coercion and
aggression spans the globe. The US allies and
partners bear much of the cost of China harmful
behavior. PRC is undermining human rights and
international law, including freedom of navigation.
Hence, America has to ensure that the region
remains open and accessible and that the seas and
skies are governed and used according to
international law. Washington has to build support
for rules-based approaches to the maritime
domain, including in the South China Sea and the
East China Sea. Biden Administration will engage

In 2018, China deployed cruise anti-
ship missiles and long-range surface-air
missiles on the Spratly Islands, a
disputed territory in the South China
Sea. China denounced the QUAD as "an
Asian NATO serving the hegemonic
ambitions of the United States".

a new Indo-Pacific Economic Framework, to
enrich and support the economic pillar of the Indo-
Pacific Strategy.

Conclusion

The rivalry between the United States and China
is shaping the new International Order, in Asia-
Pacific and all over the World.

Many countries of the Asia-Pacific region want
to continue relying strategically on the United
States and cooperate economically with China.
The economic relations are interpenetrated and the
countries of the region cooperate and
exchange together in many forums: BRICS,
Shanghai Cooperation Organization, Regional
Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP).

According to China,
many countries in the
"Indo-Pacific" mistrust
the United States and
appreciate China's
position on the non-
interference in internal
affairs.?!’ China would
like to impose its model
softly, through
infrastructure  projects
(1700 projects for a total
cost of 900 billion USD) and economic and
financial ties. China expects from its partners a
political support on Taiwan and China Sea and no
political interference on the issues of Tibet,
Xinjiang and Hong-Kong.?

Chinese professor Yan Xuetong from Tsinghua
University recognizes that China is more assertive
on some topics (trade, finance, investment,
ideology) but is pacifist and did not lead any war
since 1979.%

The objective of the United States is to maintain
US strategic primacy in the region and promote a
liberal economic order while preventing China
from establishing new illiberal spheres of
influence. The United States seek to engage India
as a counterbalance to China and advance US
global economic leadership while promoting fair
and reciprocal trade

Former Australian Prime Minister Kevin Rudd,
aware of a risk of a conflict between the two Great
powers, recommended a "managed strategic
competition" to reduce the risk of competition
escalating into open conflict. The two countries
can put in place guardrails that would prevent a
catastrophe .
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the APEC Summit in Vietnam in November 2017,
a strategy based on the principle of an Open and
free Indo-Pacific, the respect for sovereignty and
independence of all nations; peaceful resolution of
disputes; free, fair and reciprocal trade based on
open investment, transparent agreements and
connectivity; and adherence to international rules
and norms, including those of freedom of
navigation and over flight.

The Indo-Pacific Strategy was justified by the
fact that even through China benefited from the
regional international system to become richer, it
is now undermining the system by eroding its
values and principles and violating international
norms.!?

The Trump administration reset the QUAD
(Quadrilateral Security Dialogue) at the level of
Ministers of Foreign Affairs in 2017, comprising
the United States, India, Australia and Japan. The
QUAD met, for the first time, at the level of Heads
of States and
Governments, on 12
March 2021, under the
Joe Biden
administration, and
vowed to defend a "Free,
open, inclusive, safe and

Two visions of the Indo-Pacific can be
distinguished in the West: for the United
States and Britain, the objective is to
oppose China economically, politically
and militarily whereas for France,

3rd American Fleet is posted in Eastern Pacific and
the 7th Fleet in the Western Pacific. The United
States is linked with five treaty military alliances
in the region: Japan, Australia, Thailand, South
Korea and the Philippines.

The United States did not ratify the UN
Convention on the law of the sea (Montego Bay
Convention) but endowed itself the right to
supervise its implementation and interpret
unilaterally its dispositions.

In reaction to the US "containment" strategy,
China is actively pursuing development of its anti-
access/area denial capabilities while advocating
adoption of the New Asia security concept. In May
2014, President XI Jinping of China advocated the
principle "Asia for Asians", explaining that it is up
to Asian states to solve security matters and
cooperation issues in Asia."”

Beside the military aspects, the main contentious
topics between China and the United States are:
the situation of Human
rights in China, censure
on the internet, rights of
ethnic and religious
minorities, Tibet,
Xinjiang, Hong-Kong,
American trade deficit,

democratic Indo- . intellectual ropert
Pacific".!3 The United Ge.rmany and .the Eur(?pean Union, matters, pCh?nesZ
States wanted also to China mus't be ".‘CIUded in all 'strategy technological  spying,
include other Asian and ~ for the region, with an emphasis on the . hetition  between
European countries ina  espect of international law (freedom of  free_trade zones, cyber-
QUAD++ format. navigation) and multilateralism. attacks, climate,
The US National COVID-19 pandemic,
Security Strategy Taiwan, North Korea,

(December 2017) labeled China as a "revisionist
power".!* The Defense Law of 2019, adopted by
the US Congress, set the highest priority to the
goal of countering China. The United States spent
778 billion USD for defense in 2020 and China
spent for the same year 252 billion USD.

In 2018, China deployed cruise anti-ship
missiles and long-range surface-air missiles on the
Spratly Islands, a disputed territory in the South
China Sea. China denounced the QUAD as "an
Asian NATO serving the hegemonic ambitions of
the United States".

The United States installed a mobile radar on the
Pescadores Islands, less than 150 Km from China
and are the American forces are heavily present in
the Asia-Pacific region: 55,000 soldiers in Japan,
28,500 soldiers in South Korea, 42,000 soldiers in
Hawaii, Guam, Australia and New Zealand. The
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Iran, Syria, Myanmar, and Africa.

The United States were alarmed by the "Made
in China 2025" program which aims at making of
China a global leader in the fields of: artificial
intelligence, quantum information technology,
robots, airspace, autonomous vehicles and bio-
pharmacy.'® The People's National Assembly
reaffirmed in March 2021 that China should be a
great power in 2035, the conditions are
technological  independence  and  army
modernization.17 Since 12 March 2019, China is
considered a "systemic rival" by the European
Union and the NATO (14 June 2021) considers it
a "systemic challenge".

Joe Biden, the new American President since
January 2021, maintained a harsh policy toward
China: trade and commercial tariffs maintained
(the trade war was declared in 2018 by Donald
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Chinese and Indian pivots, with Singapore and
Malacca as central points and Suez and Panama as
access passages.

The map below shows the different definitions of the Indo-
Pacific area by major countries:’

The illustration below enumerates the different
countries who adopted Indo-Pacific strategies, with
the objectives and purpose of these strategies:*
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Two visions of the Indo-Pacific can be
distinguished in the West: for the United
States and Britain, the objective is to oppose
China economically, politically and militarily
whereas for France, Germany and the
European Union, China must be included in
all strategy for the region, with an emphasis
on the respect of international law (freedom
of navigation) and multilateralism.’

The interest of the United States for the
Indo-Pacific is justified by the fact that the
region is home to more than half of the
world's people, nearly two-thirds of the
world's economy and seven of the world's
largest militaries. It supports more than 3
million American jobs and is the source of
nearly 900 billion USD in foreign direct
investment in the US® America's annual
trade with the region is 2.3 trillion USD and
the US invested 1.3 trillion USD in the
"Indo-Pacific".

3. The American plan to
"contain" China's rise.

The Americans are worried about China's
power, which is based on many asset °:

- National pride;

- Economic growth and huge market;

- Second largest GDP in the World (since 2010);
- First industrial power in the World (30% of
global manufacturing);

- First world exporter (a surplus of 535 billion
USD in 2020) and world investor;

- Large currency reserves;

- New technologies, research and development
(68,720 patents demands in 2020 and 59,230 for
the United States);

- Military budget: in the last years, China has
developed its capacities (submarines, ballistic
missiles, bombers, cyber capacity)'©

China is claiming many islands and
maritime territories: East China Sea, South
China Sea, Yellow Sea, Paracel, Spratly,
Senkaku (Dioyutai), Natuna. These islands
and maritime spaces are also claimed by other
neighboring countries!!

Nonetheless, the US President Donald
Trump abandoned in January 2017 the Trans-
Pacific Partnership (TPP), a large free-trade
area in the Asia-Pacific under the aegis of the
United States; he was the President who
initiated the "Indo-Pacific Strategy" during
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1. Introduction:

The "Indo-Pacific" concept framework was
developed by the United States since 2017 to
counter an emerging and assertive China in Asia-
Pacific region. The Indo-Pacific is the place
where 2/3 of the global trade is transiting, via the
maritime highways used by cargos and container-
carriers! 80% of the oil and gas imported by
China passes through the Malacca Strait
controlled partially by Americans.

The Chinese power is on the rise in the Asia-
Pacific area and beyond; China is increasing its
defense spending, modernizing its navy,
expressing its claims in the East China Sea and
the South China Sea,
which led to many
incidents with the
neighboring countries
(Japan, Vietnam,
Philippines).

For Graham Allison,
the United States and
China may experience
in their relations the
"Thucydides Trap" by which there will be an
inevitable conflict between the rising power
(China) and the dominant power (United States).

According to Singapore political scientist
Kishore Mahbubani, China will become the
first economic and political world power by ten
or fifteen years from nowadays.> According to
Pew Research Institute, in the United States,
the negative opinion of China increased from
35% in 2005 to 66% in 2020.
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For Graham Allison, the United States
and China may experience in their
relations the "Thucydides Trap" by which
there will be an inevitable conflict
between the rising power (China) and
the dominant power (United States).

2. The Indo-Pacific, genesis and
evolution of a new geopolitical
term.

The term "Indo-Pacific" was used for the first
time in 2006 by the Indian Captain Gurpreet
Khurana, Director of the think tank National
Maritime Foundation, to stress the importance
of India in Asia and the bonds between the
Indian Ocean and the Pacific Ocean.? The
concept is adopted by Japan under the name of
"Ark of freedom and prosperity" and in 2007, for
the first time, joint naval exercises are conducted
in the Indian Ocean with the participation of the
United States, Japan, India, Singapore,
Australia, New Zealand
and South Korea.*

The Indo-Pacific term
knew a revival starting
from 2017 when the
Trump administration
used it to express the
will of the United States
to defend a Free and
Open Indo-Pacific, in
clear allusion to China's rising power in Asia. In
June 2018, the name of the American military
forces in the Pacific, PACOM, was changed to
INDOPACOM (American forces Indo-Pacific
command).

In its larger vision, the Indo-Pacific
encompasses the Middle East, Eastern Africa,
Russia and the Pacific American states. In
geopolitics, the Indo-Pacific designates the
shores of Asia and Africa organized around the
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The Indo-Pacific
trategy:

the US plan -

to contain China

In a context of a rising assertiveness of China on the
international arena, the United States adopted a posture of
containment of the Chinese «threat» based on the US
military and strategic presence in what is called the «Indo-
Pacific» region, a narrative of promotion of democracy and
a policy of alliances, shaping the forms of a new
international order which will be structured primarily by
the rivalry between the United States and China.

Key words; Indo-Pacific, United States, China.

zQaJd.U
£l gion! i ge Suseiell OLY oft Cod (A 9l Ambuadl le Gall jgaa 3345 Bluw 2
Aalate (auunt Laud S 301 2Ol W1 9 (8 Seual) 392 o1 (ubiad e (Small (gl
Ottt Awbow g Adol yaaslll 30 525 A3 e S Al U8 g (algll g gl Oudaoeall)
INS e Jo¥I plialt 5B 05l @b (U et T 9t ALK JISET @flae @ s Lo
< Ol 9 Sdsmiall SN oM ooy (uBLES

oall Basiadl LY ol oalgl) damally wigl) s Ao Liaat) SLalSY

Lﬁjtﬁﬂlﬂ" May 2022




Ty v 5 959 Prad e
e &P dmmmy werd ) IS? AR B 959
P 50 e 5% Wy werdT [ &P Bad
Loy et Bad (5 959 ifa &P ([P0 dEamy
ISR =D B 30 5 0P dTmmm wed )
) med T &oP dmmny [P Prad §S% B




future while burring
the Palestinian cause
will only prompt Arab

Algeria should play a more active role in
its geopolitical environment, whether in
Africa or in the Middle East via an

economic connections
with its neighbors.
Regarding Algeria, a

people to question the
effectiveness of
diplomacy in settling
disputes and preserving
justice and rightful
causes. Hence, these agreements are more likely
to provoke new resistance campaigns and
assertiveness in dealing with the occupation and
oppression. This means more troubles and strife
are to be seen in the region in the foreseeable
future. While the normalizing countries’ image is
at stake in the Arab world, Israel seems to be
winning because it is being embedded in the
region as an intrinsic member by growing its
circle of friends as well as enhancing its

[1]- “Israel: Background and U.S. Relations in
Brief,” Congressional Research Service, Report
44245, December 2, 2021, p. 10.

[2]- “Morocco’s FM on normalization: Relations
with Israel were ‘already normal,” the Times of
Israel, December 13, 2020. Available from:
https://www.timesofisrael.com/moroccos-fm-on-
normalization-relations-with-israel-were-already-no
rmal/

[3]- Mahjoob Zweiri, “The New Wave of
Normalization: Shifting Sands or a Major
Earthquake,” Bawader (September 21), p. 4.

[4]- | believe Israelis will not accept the two-state
solution under any condition, and it has been
using it to gain time and get further concessions
from their Palestinian and Arab counterparts. And
many public opinion polls have shown that the
majority of Israelis favor further expansion of
settlement in the West Bank.

[5]- David Makovsky et al., “U.S. Policy toward
Arab States, Palestinians, and Israel: Ideas and
Approaches for the Biden Administration,” the
Washington Institute for Near East Policy, February
3, 2021, Available from:
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-
analysis/us-policy-toward-arab-states-palestinians
-and-israel-ideas-and-approaches-biden

[6]- Tova Norlem and Tamir Sinai, The Abraham
Accords: Paradigm Shift or Realpolitik?, Security
Insights, n. 64 (October 2020), p. 2.

[7]- “Israel: Background and U.S. Relations in
Brief,” Congressional Research Service, op. cit.,
p. 10.

[8]- Martin Indyk, “Is a New Middle East Possible?”

approach that seeks to influence the key
regional dynamics in a way to prevent the may  face
spillover effects on Algeria.

regional player,
intense
security challenges
emanating from these
normalization  deals,
especially that with Morocco, given the security
aspect of it that may imply policies detrimental to
Algeria’s stability and economic viability.
Therefore, Algeria is required to play a more
active role in its foreign policy that should be
based on taking the initiative, rather than just
reacting to others’ policies, in order to influence
the regional dynamics up to the point of
containing any potential effect of these dynamics
on its security and stability.

Perspectives, Lowy Institute for International Policy
(August 2006), p. 1.

[9]- Imad K. Harb, “The Middle East Accords: An
Arab Perspective,” Arab Center Washington D.C.,
November 2, 2020. Available from:
https://arabcenterdc.org/resource/the-middle-
east-accords-an-arab-perspective/

[10]- Lora Vonderhear, “The Abraham Accords: A
Peace Deal in Name Only,” George Town Security
Studies Review, October 23, 2020. Available from:
https://georgetownsecuritystudiesreview.org/2020/
10/23/the-abraham-accords-a-peace-deal-in-
name-only/

[11]- Indyk, op. cit., p. 2.

[12]- “Peace Dividend,” Rand Corporation, March
2021, p.2.

[13]- Ben Lyn Field, “Israel's Rewarding Road to
Normalization,” Foreign Policy, January 31, 2022,
available from:
https://foreignpolicy.com/2022/01/31/israel-
abraham-accords-normalization-middle-east/

[14]- Zweiri, op. cit., p. 3.
[15]- Harb, op. cit.

[16]- Giorgio Cafiero, “How Morocco-Israel
Normalization Could Push Algeria Closer to
Russia?,” The New Arab, December 15, 2020,
Available from:
https://english.alaraby.co.uk/analysis/how-
morocco-israel-normalisation-could-push-algeria-
closer-russia

[17]- “Foreign Maneuvers in Western Sahara
Destabilizing Algeria: PM,” Aljazeera, December
12, 2020, Available from:
https://www.aljazeera.com  /news/2020/12/12/
foreign-manoeuvres-in-w-sahara-destablising-
algeria-pm
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® A potential Moroccan-Israeli intrusions into
the Algerian internal affairs by supporting the
designed terrorist organizations, mainly the
secessionist movement of MAK and Rashad, in
order to instigate instability and unrest within the
country-even though such instability would
inevitably have spillover effects on all states in
the region. This is in fact one of the reasons that
led Algeria to severe its diplomatic relations with
Morocco, given the latter confirmed tacit ties
with these two groups. This would be
provocative to further regional tensions that
would end up in a regional war, similar to that
between Iraq and Iran in the 1980s.

° Attempts  of
infiltration into the
Algerian territory by
Moroccan or Israeli-
backed agents increase
due to the tough
geographical
characteristics of the
long border areas that
make borders porous
and easy to infiltrate,
despite the colossal
efforts by the Algerian

military to control  Morocco, given the latter confirmed tacit
borders and stymie ties with these two groups.
infiltration.  Terrorist

attacks within Algeria or

illicit criminal activities, like smuggling, drug
trafficking and human trafficking, may also
increase accordingly.

®  Normalization deals with Israel undercut
the remnants of Arab unity and solidarity,
especially in major regional issues. This reality
triggers further political divisions among Arab
countries, prevents an economic and political
integration among them, deprives them of
diplomatic leverage that could be drawn from
being one political bloc, and scatters their
orientations away from what unite them, which
once was indisputably the Palestinian cause that
is increasingly being buried in the name of
pragmatism.

6. How Should Algeria Respond?

Algerian officials constantly reaffirm that any
threat to Algeria’s security and stability by
whatever side will be undoubtedly be countered

A potential Moroccan-Israeli intrusions
into the Algerian internal affairs by
supporting the designed
organizations, mainly the secessionist
movement of MAK and Rashad, in order
to instigate instability and unrest within
the country-even though such instability
would inevitably have spillover effects
on all states in the region. This is in fact
one of the reasons that led Algeria to
severe its diplomatic relations with

with a harsh response that is intended to make
rivals think twice before carrying out a malign
action against its interests. Nonetheless, Algeria
should play a more active role in its geopolitical
environment, whether in Africa or in the Middle
East via an approach that seeks to influence the
regional dynamics in a way to prevent the
spillover effects on Algeria. This requires working
closer with other countries antagonist to Israeli
reckless policies to lead efforts to name and
shame its aggression, to reverse its diplomatic
successes, and to boycott it economically and
diplomatically as well. Moreover, playing an
active role in the Palestinian cause through
providing financial support to the Palestinian
authorities, shepherding
reconciliation  efforts
between the different
Palestinian ~ political
factions, and leading
diplomatic initiatives to
find a just and fair
solution to this cause,
are arguably moves in
the right direction.

While Algeria should
refrain from working
with Iran or Hamas on
the Palestinian cause,
due to the inevitable
political costs of such
collaboration that
Algeria is not ready to endure - at least currently,
this option should remain an alternative on the
table. The resort to this option depends on the
extent of the Israeli malign role in North Africa.
The more Israel works to undermine Algeria’s
stability, the more Algeria should collaborate with
resistance movements to counter Israeli hostilities
as well as engaging in covert operations to deter
further actions. Otherwise, Israel would feel
immune from an Algerian reprisal for its
activities.

terrorist

Conclusion:

The Abraham accords herald the beginning of
a new era in the Middle East, shaped by new
geopolitical dynamics, new alignments and new
rivalries. However, it is noteworthy that the
region in this era will not necessarily be peaceful,
more prosperous, or more economically
integrated as long as the major sources of
divergence are not settled. Running towards the
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Algerian president, In the aftermath of the Abraham  Algerian Prime
Abdelmajid Tebboun, accords, the Algerian president, Minister Abdelaziz
expressed his  Abdelmajid Tebboun, expressed his  Djerad reacted to the

denunciation for this new
wave of normalization. He
stated: “There is a mad
rush among some Arabs to
normalize ties. We will not
participate in it. We will
not accept it. We will not
bless it. The Palestinian
cause 1s sacred, and we
will not give it up.”’[16] Tebboun’s vigorous
statement reaffirmed Algeria’s firm stance
towards Israel and sent a clear message to those
who think that normalization between Algeria
and Israel could be possible.

4. The Challenges of the
Abraham Accords for Algeria:

Algerian senior officials expressed their
concern about these agreements between some
Arabs and Israel, believing they are not in the
interest of regional peace and security given their
suspicious goals that are primarily about burying
the Palestinian issue and targeting other countries
hostile to Israel and its expansionist agenda.

From a security standpoint, the Moroccan-
Israeli rapprochement sparked concerns among
Algerian officials about its effects on Algeria’s
national security and stability. The former

denunciation for this new wave of
normalization. He stated: “There is a
mad rush among some Arabs to
normalize ties. We will not participate
in it. We will not accept it. We will not
bless it. The Palestinian cause is sacred,
and we will not give it up.’[

Moroccan-Israeli deal
by saying that: “there
are foreign maneuvers
which aim to
destabilize Algeria (...
) There is now a desire
by the Zionist entity to
come closer to our
borders.”[17] The
more Morocco and Israel get closer, the more
Algeria feels threatened. The challenges this
rapprochement entail trigger these worries
include the following:

® The Israeli potential military support to
Morocco, through for instance the sales of advanced
weapons like drones, along with intelligence
sharing, would encourage Morocco’s recklessness
regarding Western Sahara and strengthen its
illegitimate rule over the land, or even propel it to
engage in regional adventures. This genuine
concern was exacerbated by two other events. First,
the signing of a defense pact between Israel and
Morocco in November 2021, after the visit of the
Israeli defense minister to Rabat. Second, The
Israeli Foreign Minister Yair Lapid’s accusations
against Algeria for allegedly getting closer to Iran
and being part of a regional axis deemed, implicitly,
non-positive and non-pragmatic.
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decade,!? especially
with the free trade
agreement that is being
negotiated and is likely
to crystalize within few
months.!3 Investment, in
turn, is also expected to reach 10 billion dollars
within years, particularly in gas sectors, oil
pipelines and digital banking. In addition,
tourism between the two countries has been
thriving with more than 30.000 Israelis having
visited the UAE since 2020. For these purposes,
the UAE and Israel established a business
council (in June 2020),'* trade agreements
between their chambers of commerce (in
February 2021) alongside the 3 billion dollars
fund with the U.S. to promote economic
integration between these countries. Bahrain,
too, signed 12 economic agreements with Israel
covering many sectors, such as banking,
aviation, technology, and
agriculture.

The importance of these
economic motives for the
accords lies in the
widespread belief -at least
among westerners- that
economic integration will
inevitably lead to lasting
peace just as it did in
Europe in the aftermath of
the Second World War.

eternal capital.
@ Trade-offs:

Some observers argue
that the current trend of normalization should
only be understood by the trade-offs the U.S.
made with these Arab countries. For Sudan,
recognition of Israel allows it to be removed
from the list of state sponsors of terrorism in
exchange.”” Since Sudan will be better off
without U.S. sanctions and isolation from
western powers, the risk is worthwhile, and
normalization is pragmatic. In the case of
Morocco, normalizing relations with Israel in
return for a U.S. recognition of its sovereignty
over the disputed Western Sahara is the essential
underpinning of the deal because Western
Sahara represents a top priority of the Moroccan
foreign policy. For the Gulf States, on the other
hand, friendly relations with Israel guarantee
them a continuous U.S. support and backing for
the survival of their regimes against whatever

Some observers argue that the current
trend of normalization should only be
understood by the trade-offs the U.S.
made with these Arab countries.

Algeria constantly rejects all forms
of normalization with Israel, and it
has been committed to the Arab
League’s Land for Peace Initiative as
a diplomatic reference to deal with
Israel. In other words, no recognition
of Israel, and no peace with Israel
unless an Independent Palestinian
state is established on the 1967
borders with East Jerusalem as its

challenges they face. A
commitment that has
always been contingent
on alignment with U.S.
interests, preferences and
policies in the Middle
East and beyond.

3. Algeria and Normalization
with Israel:

Since its hard-won independence from France
in 1962, Algeria has not recognized Israel. It
took part of all initiatives led by the Arab League
to boycott this occupier diplomatically,
politically and economically. Algeria also
participated in the 1967 and 1973 Arab wars
against Israel with military units. Moreover,
Algeria is well known for its strong support to
the Palestinian cause since its early days. This
position emanated from
its long bloody struggle
against the atrocious
colonization that had
inflicted on Algerians all
kinds of adversity and
misery. This experience
became a source of
sympathy and support for
other nations under
oppression and tyranny

around the world,
whether from the
successive Algerian

governments or the
Algerian people, whose athletes constantly
refuse to compete against their Israeli
counterparts in the Olympic Games.

Accordingly, Algeria constantly rejects all
forms of normalization with Israel, and it has
been committed to the Arab League’s Land for
Peace Initiative as a diplomatic reference to deal
with Israel. In other words, no recognition of
Israel, and no peace with Israel unless an
Independent Palestinian state is established on
the 1967 borders with East Jerusalem as its
eternal capital. Notwithstanding, this initiative
sounds no longer viable and new initiatives are
strikingly required as long as Israelis will not
accept conceding lands to Palestinians while
looking forward to capturing more lands through
settlement projects.

In the aftermath of the Abraham accords, the

Lsyilogha




while 89 percent of the respondents believe that
Israel represents the greatest threat to the Arab
region.’ These numbers best reflect the idea that
normalization is only a ruling elites’ conduct
and not a popular demand. Indeed, they deem
this trend a heinous stab in the Palestinian cause
and the last nail in the coffin of Arab unity and
solidarity, particularly amid the unabated Israeli
violence against Gaza strip as well as the
expansion of its illegal settlements in the West
Bank and East Jerusalem.

2. Incentives for Normalization:

The normalization deals with Israel have been
portrayed to the Arab audience as a noble move
towards sustainable peace, coexistence and
economic development in the perennially
troubled Middle East. Since Israel became a
reality, given the fact it is recognized by more
than 160 countries around the world, with

common enemy drove Israel and its neighbors
closer and made such alignment possible. By
the same token, many Moroccans tend to
attribute their country’s normalization deal to
the growing animosity between Algeria and
Morocco because closer overt ties with Israel
could strengthen Morocco’s position regarding
Western Sahara as well as its influence in North
Africa.

Other pundits point to the issue of arms sales,
believing that friendly relationships with the
U.S.” special ally means, to Arab states, an
access to advanced weapon systems, including
fighter jets like F-35, which the U.S. congress
banned their sale in order to maintain Israel’s
military superiority in the Middle East.

® The economic incentive:

Advocates of the new wave of normalization
with Israel often point to the economic benefits

several decades of the normalizers could
boycott and multiple . . . . raise  from closer
wars that could not Desplte.thl.s ofﬁq.al recognition of and relations with Israel,
weaken Israel and derive normalization with Isra‘el, _there has including increasing
substantial concessions always been a popular rejection among trade and tourism,

from it, normalization of
relationships is
strategically important,
economically alluring
and politically
inevitable.

and justly.

Analysts have attempted to investigate the real
motivations for normalizing relationship with
Israel, and they found that three main incentives
propelled the conclusion of the deals, including:

® The security incentive:

Security concerns prompted this détente in
relations, yet the core of these concerns lies in
the increasing influence of Iran in the Middle
East,!© which both Israel and the Gulf states
deem threatening, given its quest for nuclear
weapons, its modernizing ballistic missile
programs, and its support to numerous malign
violent non-state actors in the region like
Hezbollah and Shiite militias in Iraq, Yemen
and Syria. These factors combined with its
export of revolution doctrine make limiting
Iran’s growing role a top priority on the security
agendas of these states. Indeed, many Middle
Eastern policies are plausibly explained by this
relentless pursuit to containing Iran. Thus, this

Arab people of any kind of relationship
with this aggressive occupier unless the
Palestinian cause is addressed fairly ;.4

access to the Israeli
technological advance
expertise,

particularly in the

agricultural sector, as

well as investment.
This is important regarding the Gulf countries’
yearning to diversify their economies away
from dependence on oil and gas.

Shimon Peres also believed in the economic
benefits and integration that could be drawn
from normalization with Arab countries. Indyk
summarized Peres’ expectation as follow: “In
Peres’ vision, roads would connect Egypt to the
Gulf Arab states across Israel and Jordan, a
canal would bring water from the Red Sea to
rejuvenate the Dead Sea, launching economic
projects along its way, desalination plants would
solve the water problems of the Middle East,
desertification projects would turn arid lands
into forests, there would be computers in every
classroom, Gaza would become the Singapore
of the Middle East and, this was a particularly
appreciated one in the Arab world, Israel would
become a member of the Arab League!”!!

Bilateral trade between the UAE and Israel
reached a billion dollars in 2021, and it is
expected to reach 6.5 billion dollars within a

Liwilogla
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relationships to a higher level and entangle their
interests, believing that this is imperative to
bring about peace, stability and prosperity into
the Middle East.

Second, these deals sidelined the Palestinian
cause and disregarded the Palestinians’
aspirations, although some have even attempted
to portray these deals as good for the Palestinian
issue as well as a significant step towards the
two-state solution.* This is what the UAE’s
ambassador to the U.S., Yousef al-Otaiba, has
tried to convey through his statements. For
instance, he claimed that the normalization
deals occurred in September 2020 mainly to
prevent the Israeli annexation of the West Bank.
He said: “For me as the guy who negotiated this
deal, this was really about stopping annexation
and saving the two-state solution.”> However,
the Palestinian officials rejected these claims
and denounced these
normalization deals,
describing them as “a
treacherous stab in
their back,” “an
abandonment of their
just cause,” and even
“an act of betrayal”

given the previous solution.
consensus among
Arabs that
normalization is

contingent on a fair solution to the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict.

Third, this new normalization trend
fundamentally serves Israel as it makes it a
legitimate key player in the region without
having to compromise on the Palestinian issue®
or even making substantial concessions in
return to the normalizers. Reportedly, Israel just
agreed to suspend its plan to annex parts of the
West Bank and East Jerusalem until January
2024, a minor concession that is, ironically,
about a delay and not even an abandonment of
an illegal plan that ignores the right of
Palestinians in their own land. Such agreements
give Israel an access to the Arabian Peninsula
through entangled economic, security and
diplomatic ties. They could also make it like an
intrinsic part of the region and not an intrusive
entity, and for this reason Israel is hopeful to
broaden the Abraham accords to include other
countries, such as Saudi Arabia, Qatar, Oman,
and Kuwait, among others. These dynamics

These deals sidelined the Palestinian
cause and disregarded the Palestinians’
aspirations, although some have even
attempted to portray these deals as plan
good for the Palestinian issue as well as
a significant step towards the two-state

literally resemble what the then-Israeli foreign
minister Shimon Peres talked about in his book
“The New Middle East” in the wake of the Oslo
Accords. The former U.S. Ambassador to Israel
Martin Indyk summarized Peres’ vision as
follow: “The Israeli-Palestinian  peace
agreements (the 1993 Oslo Accords) that had
been signed should usher in a new era in this
troubled region in which comprehensive peace
agreements could be negotiated with all of
Israel’s neighbors, the borders of hostility could
be torn down, a new age of comity between
Israel and its Arab neighbors would prevail, and
as a consequence a new economically integrated
Middle East could emerge.”®

Furthermore, Netanyahu’s doctrine of “peace
for peace” strikingly prevailed over the “land
for peace” doctrine, also known as the Arab
Peace Initiative, which was adopted by the
League of Arab Nations
at the Beirut Summit in
2002. This initiative
constitutes a
comprehensive  peace
that conditioned
peace and  normal
relationship with Israel
upon a full Israeli
withdrawal from all
territories it had seized
since 1967, an
acceptance of an independent Palestinian state
in the West Bank and Gaza, as well as an
agreement on a just solution to the refugee
problem. This plan has been continuously
reaffirmed by Arab countries in all summits of
the Arab League pertaining the Palestinian
issue. Nonetheless, these new normalizers
declined their commitment to this long-term
consensus.

Despite this official recognition of and
normalization with Israel, there has always been
a popular rejection among Arab people of any
kind of relationship with this aggressive
occupier unless the Palestinian cause is
addressed fairly and justly. This fact is
evidenced by the sporadic popular protests
against any move towards diplomatic
normalization with Israel by Arab states. In a
public opinion poll conducted by the Arab
Center between 2019 and 2020, 88 percent of
the respondents rejected recognizing Israel and
normalizing diplomatic relationship with it,
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1. Arab-Israeli Normalization
Deals: Background and Reality

At the conclusion of the Arab League Summit
in Khartoum, Sudan, on September 1, 1967,
eight Arab states adopted a resolution, which
became known as the Khartoum Declaration
that articulated a rejectionist framework on how
to deal with Israel. The third paragraph of the
resolution identified the main principles by
which the Arab states abide in dealing with
Israel, namely: “no peace with Israel, no
recognition of Israel, no negotiation with it.”
This paragraph also insisted on defending “the
rights of the Palestinian people in their own
country.” However, matters have remarkably
changed ever since. These three no’s have
proven delicate, as several Arab countries
formally recognized the existence of Israel,
negotiated and made peace with Israel,
normalized their
relationships with Israel,
and even disregarded
the legitimate rights of
the Palestinian people as
well.

The  normalization
trend has started with
Egypt that signed a
peace treaty with Israel
in March 1979 at Camp
David, to bring their
decades-long armed
hostilities to a halt and restore its sovereignty
over the Sinai Peninsula that Israel captured in
1967. Egypt was the first Arab country to
recognize Israel officially. This new diplomatic
opening generated an uproar in the Arab world,
it caused Egypt to be expelled from the League
of Arab Nations for more than a decade, and it
also led to the assassination of the then-
Egyptian President Anouar el-Sadat in October
1981.1In 1994, Jordan followed suit and reached
a peace agreement with Israel in October 26 to
end its conflict with it and to settle their land
and water disputes.

Israel also established limited diplomatic ties,
whether formal or informal, with other Arab
countries, such as Morocco and Tunisia that
allowed Israel to open liaison offices in their
countries in 1994 and 1996 respectively, yet
these ties were downgraded as a result of the
outbreak of the Second Palestinian Intifada in
2000.! The informal clandestine talks, however,
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security

or pressure.

These deals are the culmination of
years of informal discussions, covert
collaboration, and
intelligence sharing between Israeli
officials and their Arab counterparts;
yet the very existence of these deals
had been facilitated by the Trump’s
administration through inducements

continued sporadically on common security
concerns.

By the end of 2020, other four Arab states
were added to the list of states recognizing
Israel officially, including the United Arab
Emirates, Bahrain, Sudan, and Morocco. These
countries signed what became known as the
Abraham Accords, which were brokered by the
Trump’s administration that had been working
hard to find, or in fact impose, an ultimate
solution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. A
solution that undoubtedly favors Israeli interests
at the expanse of the Palestinian legitimate
rights. While these accords dubbed historic by
some pundits as they usher into a new era in the
Middle Eastern geopolitical and strategic
landscape, others believe that these
normalization deals merely brought into public
what had been kept hidden and clandestine for
decades between Israel
and several Arab states.
The latter finds evidence
in what the Moroccan
Foreign Minister, Nasser
Bourita, told an Israeli
newspaper: “From our
perspective, we aren’t
talking about
normalization because
relations were already
normal. We’re talking
about [re-formalizing]
the relations between the countries to the
relations we had, because there have been
relations the entire time. They never stopped.”?
Thus, these deals are the culmination of years
of informal discussions, covert security
collaboration, and intelligence sharing between
Israeli officials and their Arab counterparts; yet
the very existence of these deals had been
facilitated by the Trump’s administration
through inducements or pressure.

What is certain and significant about these
deals is the following: first, they are not peace
treaties because neither the UAE and Bahrain
nor Morocco and Sudan have been at war with
Israel, unlike the 1979 Camp David accords or
the 1994 Wadi Araba agreement.? Instead, they
are diplomatic normalization deals that
encompass various bilateral agreements on
investment, trade, tourism, finance,
telecommunication, aviation, security, and
others that primarily aim to take their
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The Abraham
Accords:

Any Impact
on Algeria?

By the end of 2020, four Arab countries
announced their move to normalize
diplomatic relations with Israel, breaking the
long-lasting Arab consensus of making
peace with Israel contingent on the latter
acceptance of a Palestinian state on the 1967
borders. These deals, known as the
Abraham Accords, were brokered by the
Trump’s administration that had been
pursuing a final solution to the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict. To some, this new wave
of normalization is not surprising giving the
clandestine ties these countries have had
with Israel for decades, though believing that
this is a precursor for a new era in the Middle
East. However, this move triggered concerns
in Algeria regarding the impact of these
deals on Algeria’s security and stability,
which this article seeks to depict.

Keywords: Algeria, Abraham Accords,
Normalization, Israel, Securtty.
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A new world...
what new order?

It is quite obvious that the world is withessing important and profound
transformations on many different levels.

The balance of power changes in various fields; economic changes that was
marked by the emergence of new powers, the first of which is China, and
strategic changes according to which it can be said that unipolarity has
come to an end. Although no other order has established new rules of work,
its features are now clearly visible. It can also be said that alliances are
changing as well, and that the West can no longer impose its visions and
calculations on many countries.

Since the seventies of the last century, Algeria has called for a new
international order, especially a new international economic order, and has
called and worked towards establishing more just economic relations,
especially by valuing raw materials, including energy and others. Today, it
seems that the United Nations system and the Bretton Woods system are
called for transformations to adapt to the new realities governing the global
economy.

The severe crisis in Ukraine has shown how all of Europe is dependent in
many areas, either to the United States of America or to Russia and Ukraine
in terms of energy or food. Therefore, either Europe recognizes these
unrecognized facts and takes them into account, or devises a new strategy.
However, it is compelled in any case to negotiate with other parties, including
African and Asian countries, with countries from the third world, which
necessarily requires a change in the logic of the existing relations as well as
a profound change in the distribution of benefits.

These are visible issues. As for the unseen aspects, they may be more
important and deeper in terms of the implications they carry, entailing
profound transformations. The logic of international relations as it prevailed
so far is no longer valid, and therefore the hegemonic powers must embrace
deep revisions of the distribution of influence as well as the distribution of
benefits. The balance of power is also changing and the factors of power
are changing too and there is a power shift as predicted by Alvin Toffler more
than two decades ago.

However, “The Rise and Fall of the Great Powers”, with the meanings of what
was mentioned in Paul Kennedy’s famous book, is witnessed today and
becomes clear and that the unknowns that still exist relate today to the
answers to the questions raised by the new facts.

There can be unanimity that international relations, in the form that have
taken since post-WWII, especially after the fall of the Soviet Union and the
establishment of unipolarity with the belief of the West and its theorists that
it is the “end of history” and that it is the final victory of the West, even if
another theorist talks about the “clash of civilizations”, within the logic of
the “external enemy” over which the victorious West can certainly excel,
were unjust and unfair. They were so in many areas, especially in the
distribution of the benefits incurred from international trade and would not
have guaranteed neither independent development nor “sustainable
development,” in the terms of unipolarity.

The countries of the South, collectively or through various groupings and
alliances and with collective coordination, must today value their strengths
and increase their ability to achieve a more balanced and just exchange.
They must improve their bargaining position with the great powers and
clearly know their goals and the ways in which they can achieve those goals.
These are huge enterprises, and this has become a sure and vital path.
The new world needs a new organization and needs new decision
mechanisms that delink with the old hegemony and bring about a multipolar
international space that takes into account the interests of all parties and
the requirements of security, stability and development in the world.

Hemissi Mostafa
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