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The Role of Weapons Proliferation in Fueling the
Conflict in Mali
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Abstract

The Sahel region has become an
arena for extremist armed groups
and a market for arms trade,
especially after the recent regional
developments that led to the fall of
the Muammar Gaddafi regime in
Libya in 2011 and the terrible
proliferation of weapons. This
situation  presented a  huge
opportunity for arms’ dealers to
fund and equip armed groups
operating in the Sahel and Sahara
region. This fact has well been
demonstrated in the case of Mali that
has witnessed an escalation of its
decades-long conflict, which, in
turn, has had impacted the quality
and quantity of weapons possessed
by the armed groups. Hence, the
flow of arms from Libya and West

African countries has been a
remarkable elemnt fueling the
conflict in Mali.

Keywords: weapons, proliferation,
conflict, Sahel, Mali.
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